Kevin  and  Pamela  Shearer 


\ 


Keith  and  Cynthia  Morgan 


Tom  and  Bonnie  Hearon 

FMB  names 
Prevost  to  direct 
new  strategy 

RICHMOND,  Va.  (BP)  -  Tbm  E. 
Prevost  will  direct  a  new  strategy 
designed  to  make  better  use  of  the 
growing  ranks  of 
Southern  Baptists 
living  overseas 
who  want  to  help  in 
missions. 

As  director  of 
the  Southern  Bap¬ 
tist  Foreign  Mis¬ 
sion  Board's  newly 
formed  interna- 
Prevost  tional  lay  missions 
department,  Prevost,  41,  will  help 
develop  new  methods  of  ministry 
overseas  involving  Southern  Baptists 
and  others  not  considered  foreign  mis¬ 
sionaries  by  vocation.  He  also  will 
direct  efforts  involving  non¬ 
missionary  personnel  who  fill  special 
job  requests  from  the  field. 

The  department  will  help  enlist  peo¬ 
ple  to  work  through  Cooperative  Ser¬ 
vices  International,  an  arm  of  the 
board  that  reaches  where  mis¬ 
sionaries  are  unwelcome.  It  also  will 
help  the  board  locate  Southern  Bap¬ 
tists  and  others  who  could  spread  the 
gospel  inside  foreign  nations  where 
they  travel  or  live. 

A  native  of  Jackson,  Miss.,  Prevost 
has  worked  at  the  Foreign  Mission 
Board  since  1983.  Before  that  he  was 
- -  (Continued  on  page  —  - 


Foreign  Board 
appoints  three 
state  couples 


Three  couples  with  Mississippi  ties 
were  appointed  missionaries  of  the 
Southern  Baptist  Foreign  Mission 
Board  during  a  service  at  the 
Southern  Baptist  Convention  in  San 
Antonio. 

They  are  Kevin  and  Pamela 
Shearer,  Keith  and  Cynthia  Morgan, 
and  Tbm  and  Bonnie  Hearon. 

The  Shearers  will  go  to  Peru  where 
he  will  start  and  develop  churches.  He 
is  pastor  of  Harmony  Church,  Quit- 
man,  Miss. 

Shearer  is  a  native  of  Ellisville, 
Miss.,  and  i$  the  son  of  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Thomas  D.  Shearer  of  Laurel. 

He  is  a  graduate  of  Jones  County 
Community  College,  William  Carey 
College,  and  earned  a  master  of 
divinity  degree  from  New  Orleans 
Seminary. 

Shearer  has  been  pastor  of  Chicora 
First  Church,  Buckatunna,  and 
Stringer  Church,  Stringer. 

Born  in  Laurel,  Mrs.  Shearer,  the 
former  Pamela  Hill,  is  the  daughter 
of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Eudell  Hill.  Her  father 
is  pastor  of  Lowery  Creek  Church, 
Laurel. 

She  is  a  graduate  of  JCCC  and  the 
University  of  Southern  Mississippi. 
She  has  been  a  piano  teacher  in 
Buckatunna.  She  is  a  piano,  voice,  and 
organ  teacher  in  Quitman. 

The  Shearers  have  two  children: 
Michelle  Suzanne,  born  in  1983;  and 
Kimberly  Dawn.  1985. 

The  Morgans  will  go  to  Macao 
where  he,  a  physician,  will  be  work¬ 
ing  in  public  health.  He  attends  New 
Orleans  Seminary  and  is  a  family 
physician  at  Family  Medical  Center, 
Perriday,  La. 

Morgan  is  a  graduate  of  Louisiana 
State  University  and  earned  the  doc¬ 
tor  of  medicine  degree  from  Louisiana 
State  University  Medical  Center.  He 
has  been  a  Home  Mission  Board  sum¬ 
mer  missionary  in  the  Northwest,  and 
a  FMB  medical  receptor  in 
Zimbabwe. 

Bom  in  New  Orleans,  Mrs.  Morgan, 
the  former  Cynthia  Cothen,  is  the 
daughter  of  Dr.  and  Mrs.  Joe  Cothen. 
Her  father  is  vice  president  for 
academic  affairs  and  professor  of 
pastoral  work  at  New  Orleans 
Seminary.  She  is  a  graduate  of  Loui¬ 
siana  State  University. 

She  has  been  a  teacher  in 
Charleston  Heights,  S.C.,  and 
Metairie,  La.,  and  taught  in  Zimbabwe 
while  her  husband  was  a  medical 
receptor.  She  is  a  junior  high  teacher 
at  Trinity  Day  School,  Natchez. 

The  Morgans  have  two  children: 
Micah  Lane,  bom  in  1979;  and  Erin 
Elizabeth,  1983. 

The  Hearons  will  go  to  South  Brazil 
where  he  will  be  working  with  univer¬ 
sity  students. 

He  is  the  Baptist  Student  Union 
director  at  the  University  of  Mary 
Hardin-Baylor  in  Belton,  Ttex.  They 
are  members  of  First  Church,  Belton 
where  she  is  part-time  college 
minister. 

Hearon  is  the  son  of  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Thomas  E.  Hearon  of  Jackson.  He  is 
a  graduate  of  Mississippi  College  and 
earned  the  master  of  divinity  degree 
-  (Continued  on  page  5) 
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Convention  theme  chosen: 
“To  him  who  is  able” 


The  1988  Mississippi  Baptist  Con¬ 
vention  will  meet  at  First  Church, 
Jackson,  Nov.  14-16,  with  the  theme 
^  “To  him  who  is 
able,”  taken  from 
Jude,  verse  24. 

This  annual  busi¬ 
ness  meeting  of 
the  nearly  2,000 
Southern  Baptist 
churches  in  the 
state  will  include 
adoption  of  a  1989 
Futral  budget,  election  of 
officers  <  President  Jim  Futral  is  eligi¬ 
ble  for  a  second  one  year  term); 
receive  reports  from  the  various 
Mississippi  Baptist  agencies,  and 
hear  inspirational  speakers. 

Among  the  speakers  will  be  Jim 
Henry,  pastor  of  First  Church,  Orlan¬ 
do.  Henry  is  a  former  president  of  the 
SBC  Pastors’  Conference.  From 
1963-65,  he  was  pastor  of  Hollywood 
Church,  Sledge.He  will  be  the  conven¬ 
tion’s  closing  speaker. 

D.  L.  Lowrie  will  deliver  the  tradi¬ 
tional  Bible  Treasure  series.  Each 
year  the  Bible  Treasure  speaker  gives 
a  devotional  thought  at  each  session 


of  the  convention.  Lowrie  is  director 
of  the  state  missions  commission  for 
Tbxas  Baptists. 

Earl  Kelly,  executive  director- 
treasurer  of  the  Mississippi  Baptist 
Convention  Board,  will  give  a  mis¬ 
sions  report.  Futral,  pastor  of  Broad¬ 
moor  Church,  Jackson,  will  deliver 
the  president’s  address.  And  Bobby 
Perry,  director  of  missions  for  the 
Gulf  Coast  Baptist  Association,  will 
deliver  the  convention’s  annual 
sermon. 

Other  speakers  include  Landrum 
Leavell,  president  of  New  Orleans 
Seminary  and  Davis  Saunders,  vice 
president  for  Africa  at  the  Southern 
Baptist  Foreign  Mission  Board. 

Musicians  include  the  Mississippi 
Singing  Churchmen,  the  Broadmoor 
Church  choir,  the  Gulf  Coast  Associa- 
tional  choir,  the  Son  Light  Quartet, 
and  Martha  Bacon.  Eva  Hart  will  be 
pianist  and  Becky  Payne  will  be 
organist  _ 

The  convention’s  committee  on 
order  of  business  includes  Tommy 
Vinson,  chairman;  Hal  Buchanan; 
Dennis  Johnsey;  Ron  Burch;  Gary 
Berry;  and  Becky  Payne. 
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Baptists  express  concern 
over  controversial  film 


NASHVILLE  (BP)  —  In  increasing 
numbers,  Southern  Baptists  are  ex¬ 
pressing  concern  over  a  controversial 
yet-to-be-released  film  called  "The 
Last  Temptation  of  Christ.” 

The  movie,  by  filmmaker  Martin 
Scorsese  and  based  on  a  novel  by 
Nikos  Kazantzakis,  is  scheduled  to  be 
released  this  fall  by  Universal  Pic¬ 
tures  and  Ceneplex  Odeon  Films 

The  film  has  been  criticized  by  such 
organizations  as  Donald  Wildmon’s 
American  Family  Association  and 
James  Dobson’s  Focus  on  the  Fami¬ 
ly.  Wildmon  said  he  has  sent  copies  of 
the  script  to  200  denominational 
leaders  and  has  contacted  170,000 
pastors.  He  said  he  is  planning  a  mail- 


By  Dan  Martin 

ing  on  the  movie  to  2.5  million  people. 

Dobson  has  featured  the  movie  on 
his  broadcast  on  several  occasions. 
Complaints  about  the  movie  also  have 
surfaced  on  several  other  national 
broadcasts.  Some  religious  leaders 
reportedly  have  called  for  the  film  to 
be  destroyed. 

Editor  Pres  nail  Wood  of  the  Baptist 
Standard,  newsjournal  of  the  Baptist 
General  Convention  of  Texas,  told 
Baptist  Press  Southern  Baptists  in  in¬ 
creasing  numbers  are  calling  and 
writing  about  the  controversal  film. 
“We  have  had  a  number  of  calls  and 
letters,  and  this  is  one  of  those  things 
which  is  going  to  continue  to  provoke 
controversy,”  he  said,  adding  he  has 


devoted  h$s  editorial  page  to  the  mat¬ 
ter  in  the  July  20  issue. 

Editor  Jack  E.  Brymer  Sr.  of  the 
Florida  Baptist  Witness,  newsjournal 
of  the  Florida  Baptist  Convention, 
said  material  on  the  film  is  cir¬ 
culating  in  Florida,  including  a  copy 
of  what  purports  to  be  excerpts  from 
the  script. 

"We  already  are  receiving  calls, 
which  is  a  good  indication  Southern 
Baptists  are  becoming  very  concern¬ 
ed,”  he  said.  "My  concern  is  that  we 
have  accurate  facts  before  mobilizing 
the  troops.” 

Wildmon  told  Baptist  Press  he  has 
not  seen  the  film  but  has  a  copy  of  an 
(Continued  on  page  8) 


New  hospital  to  open  at  Southaven 


Business  and  government  leaders 
from  Mississippi  and  DeSoto  County 
will  join  leaders  of  Baptist  Memorial 
Health  Care  System  on  Sunday,  July 
31,  to  celebrate  the  opening  of  Baptist 
Memorial  Hospital-DeSoto,  the  coun¬ 
ty’s  first  acute  care  hospital  facility. 

The  ceremonies  will  mark  the  open¬ 


ing  of  the  $20  million  BMH-DeSoto,  a 
130-bed  acute  care  and  rehabilitation 
facility.  The  public  will  tour  the  facili¬ 
ty  from  2:30-4:30  p.m.  with  ribbon¬ 
cutting  ceremonies  set  for  3  p.m. 

All  activities  will  occur  in  the  BMH- 
DeSoto  complex,  located  on  the  north¬ 
east  side  of  Interstate  55  near  Good' 


man  Road.  The  new  hospital’s  ad¬ 
dress  is  7601  Southcrest  Parkway, 
Southaven. 

Joseph  Mosley  is  the  BMH-DeSoto 
administrator. 

BMH-DeSoto  will  provide  100  acute 
care  beds  for  patients  from  DeSoto 

- ff'ontinued'xmpage  4)  - 
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Parks  assures  missionaries 
no  doctrinal  Spurge’  ahead 


By  Art  Ibalston 

RICHMOND,  Va.  (BP)  —  No  purge  and  prayerfully  in  accordance  with  reason, 
is  under  way  of  Southern  Baptist  mis-  convictions  of  those  of  us  who  had  to  “We’re  working  consistently  with 
sionaries,  Foreign  Mission  Board  make  it,”  Parks  wrote  to  the  mis-  the  way  we’ve  always  worked.  If  that 
President  R.  Keith  Parks  has  told  the  sionaries.  In  Willett’s  case,  he  noted,  ever  changes,  I  am  publicly  saying  to 
denomination's  3,800-plus  overseas  board  administrators’  actions  are  the  missionaries,  ‘I’ll  tell  you.’  If  we 
personnel.  “consistent  with  the  guiding  prin-  ever  get  to  the  place  where  decisions 

Parks  wrote  to  the  missionaries  ciples  we  have  valued  through  the  are  being  made  under  pressure,  I 
after  the  board  requested  the  resigna-  years.”  would  tell  the  missionaries  that.” 

tion  of  missionary  Michael  E.  Willett.  One  question  being  asked  is  He  said  his  stance  is  “a  matter  of 
The  mission  leader  addressed  ques-  whether  the  action  is  a  result  of  personal  integrity.” 
tions  and  rumors  beginning  to  arise  pressure  by  conservative  trustees.  Parks  insisted  Willett’s  theology  is 
as  a  result  of  the  action  in  light  of  who  now  represent  a  majority  of  the  at  issue.  He  said  the  missionary,  in 
“suspicion  and  lack  of  trust  ”  in  the  Foreign  Mission  Board.  Another  ques-  questioning  some  of  the  miracles  of 
strife-weary  Southern  Baptist  tion  is  whether  Willett’s  expression  of  Christ  recorded  in  the  New  Ttesta- 
Convention.  his  views  supporting  women  in  ment,  falls  short  of  a  view  of  biblical 

Willett  has  been  asked  to  resign  by  ministry  is  the  underlying  issue,  authority  necessary  for  teaching  in  a 
board  administrators  because  they  Willett  wrote  an  article,  “Opposition  mission  seminary, 
are  not  satisfied  with  the  clarity  of  his  to  women  is  unforgivable  sin,”  in  the  Willett  submitted  a  resignation  let- 
views  on  the  deity,  miracles  and  April  issue  of  SBC  Tbday,  an  indepen-  ter  June  18  but  rescinded  it  July  7 
resurrection  of  Christ.  Willett,  from  dent  newspaper  affiliated  with  after  board  officials  reiterated  that 
Liberty,  Mo.,  has  been  in  language  Southern  Baptist  moderates.  his  theology  was  at  issue.  The  mis- 

study  in  Costa  Rica  and  was  schedul-  “We  must  never  get  to  the  point  sionary  said  he  believes  his  theology 
ed  to  become  a  seminary  teacher  in  where  any  group  or  individual  is  try-  is  acceptable  to  Southern  Baptists  and 
Venezuela  in  August.  Foreign  Mission  ing  to  pressure  decisions  for  reasons  that  he  is  being  martyred  by  conser- 

Board  trustees  were  to  act  on  his  status  other  than  the  stated  reasons,”  Parks  vatives  for  his  views  on  women  in 

as  a  missionary  during  their  July  said  in  an  interview.  “I  would  not  be  ministry. 

18-21  meeting  in  Glorieta,  N.M.  comfortable  working  that  way,  stating  Willett  was  asked  to  resign  after  a 
“This  decision  was  made  carefully  a  secondary  reason  as  the  primary  review  of  concerns  about  his  theology 

expressed  by  fellow  missionaries  in 

1YT  _ _ *  ■  1  .  Costa  Rica.  The  first  missionary  to 

Il0W  flOSPltcll  tO  OP0I1  voice  concern,  Michael  McGinnis, 

MT  JT  from  Birmingham,  Ala.,  did  so  by 

f _ _ ......  ,  ,  writing  to  a  minister  in  his  home 

(Continued  from  page  3)  ty,  it  should  employ  more  than  300  church.  The  letter  received  some  cir- 

count^T^e  fuU  service^r^ltutlon  ^Th^hnsnital  will  anrhnr  th  culation  before  another  minister  for-  SEMARANG,  Indonesia  (BP)  —  couraged  missionaries  to  make  such 

v^no^er^^s^tetrical/lserrinw:Utli<nn  relentwfXnun-i  2SEJ5  warded  it  to  Parks.  Southern  Baptist  missionary  a  move.  Missionaries  to  Indonesia 

rinHina  laKnr  '  anH  *  .  .  ,  ^  .  In  writing  to  the  missionaries,  Clarence  Griffin  has  begun  to  seek  first  proposed  the  policy  to  the  mis- 

eluding  Ubor  .n<Mfell»ery  and  development  project.  The  *100  Parks  noted.  The  way  concerns  were  citizenship  in  Indonesia!  he  and  his  Sion  Lrt  last  October 

servicT’a  wide  arrav  gr  "’ll  °’1’  I  expressed  initially  was  improper  and  wife,  Ruth,  can  continue  their  work  in  The  board's  vice  president  for  Asia 

£££,  “hSSii ILto^te omcT  retln  ^SoST  and  "*"*“*  '  absence  of  a  permanent  visa.  and  the  Pacific.  WtlLn  R.  Wakefield, 

equipment  to  provide  CT  scans  ultra-  residential  sites  ^  f°r  notgoing  directIy  to  the  area  Griffin  of  Greenwood,  S.C.,  said  he  said  he  expects  some  other  Southern 

«nnnri  mammnoranhv  anH  n’nr-ima  hmu  n  c  ■  '  c  . .  .  director  with  his  concerns,”  he  added.  will  ask  the  Indonesian  government’s  Baptist  missionaries  in  Indonesia 

SKtSSiE  ni^^^utZL”^  "The  way  we  res>»"d  *  “““"‘“'a  Department  ufrecommend  may  make  the  same  choice  as  the 

outDatient  surcerv  Full  lahorainrv  nnprati>rf  hv  thp  Rantiet  hei>m<  mv  regarding  a  missionary  s  doctrine,  to  the -Justice  Department  that  he  be  Griffins  when  faced  with  no  other  op- 

s£tem  y  P  morality  or  integrity  has  not  chang-  allowed  to  become  a  full  citizen  of  In-  tion  to  stay  in  the  country 

on  the  hosDital’s  nremises  Thf>  sv<tfpm  naront  mrun-ntinn  nf  ^  wrote  “When  questions  are  donesia.  The  process  could  take  The  Indonesian  Baptist  Convention 

Adioirtlnc  the  hosDital  is  a  Drofes  BaDtist  Memorial HrcnifaT^Mpmnhi*  raised,  we  go  directly  to  the  mis-  several  years  and  eventually  would  set  a  goal  in  1965  to  start  500  new  chtir- 

siona/office  buddimfthat  will  accom  ISS  sionary  involved  The  decision  we  cost  him  his  U.S.  citizenship.  ches  and  develop  100  new  pastors  by 

StfEX Sis°^pp^  “s^uhd  reac*1  is  basedon  discussions  with  the  At  his  retirement  the  ,56-yearold  the  end  of  1990.  So  far.  250^w  chur- 

When  the  hospital  is  atfiill  caoaci-  Tenness^  ’  ’  person  involved  and  not  on  hearsay.  Griffin  runs  a  remote  risk  of  not  be-  ches  have  been  started.  In  the  respon- 

naspi  pa  The  decision  involves  several  staff,  ing  able  to  regain  his  American  sive  Semarang  area  where  the  Grif- 

The  staff  then  shapes  a  recommenda-  citizenship.  But  he  said  he  is  willing  fins  live,  they  work  with  Baptists  in 

f  tion  to  the  board  if  a  change  in  status  to  take  that  risk  to  gain  the  opportuni-  about  100  churches,  chapels  and 

of  the  missionary  seems  necessary.”  ty  of  the  present.  Working  under  the  preaching  points. 

Controversy  arising  from  a  mis-  Evangelism  Department  of  the  In-  For  26  years  the  Griffins  have  made 

M  sionary  s  theology,  Parks  wrote,  is  donesian  Baptist  Convention,  the  Grif-  Indonesia  their  home  They  know  the 

g  ^  \Jg»  WM  rare.  The  Willett  case  “is  not  the  fins  believe  their  primary  concern  language,  understand  the  culture, 

beginning  of  a  ‘purge  of  the  mis-  now  is  helping  Indonesians  start  new  have  a  good  working  relationship  with 

i M  1  sionary  force  he  said,  but  it  “does  in-  churches  across  the  midsection  of  Baptist  leaders  and  live  in  one  of  the 

P,  1  dicate  that  decisions  made  in  relation-  Java  Island.  areas  of  Indonesia  most  open  to  the 

;  t  ship  to  candidates  and  to  missionaries  “We  feel  like  the  Lord  wants  us  to  gospel,  Griffin  said. 

v  M  are  sometimes  controversial .”  stay  here,  and  this  seems  to  be  the  on-  Mrs.  Griffin  of  Cherryville,  N.C., 

^  t  f  “My  hope,  ”  Parks  said  in  the  inter-  ly  way  to  stay,”  Griffin  said.  will  remain  an  American  citizen.  This 


Summer  missionaries  in  state 


These  are  the  summer  missionaries  serving  in  Mississippi  right  now.  They  are 
working  in  six  areas  of  the  state.  From  left  they  are  Jill  Campbell,  a  student  at  Texas 
Tech  University  from  Lakewood,  Colorado;  Martha  Ray,  a  student  at  Northeast 
Mississippi  Community  College  from  Eupora;  Parker  Burgess,  a  student  at  the  Univer¬ 
sity  of  Texas  at  San  Antonio  from  San  Antonio;  Ann  Spencer,  a  student  at  North  Georgia 
College  from  Oakwood,  Georgia;  DeWayne  Johnson,  a  student  at  Northwest  Mississip¬ 
pi  Community  college  from  Olive  Branch;  Diedra  Giacone,  a  student  at  Southwest 
Mississippi  Community  College  from  Independence,  La.;  Richie  Stewart,  a  student 
at  Northwest  Mississippi  Community  College  from  Olive  Branch;  Christi  Troutman, 
a  student  Mars  Hill  College  from  Yadkinville,  N.C.;  Greg  West,  a  student  at  Delta  State 
University  from  Water  Valley;  and  Melonye  Barton,  a  student  at  Mississippi  Delta  Com¬ 
munity  College  from  Indianola.  Campbell  and  Ray  are  working  on  the  Gulf  Coast 
doing  surveys  and  children’s  work.  Burgess  is  working  with  children  in  such  as  Vacation 
Bible  Schools  in  the  Pearl  River  Baptist  Association.  Spencer  and  Giacone  are  in 
Pike  County  doing  resort  and  ministry  center  work.  Johnson  and  Stewarts  are  work¬ 
ing  in  the  Northwest  Baptist  Association's  camp  and  doing  some  Vacation  Bible 
Schools.  Troutman  and  Barton  are  working  in  the  North  Delta  Baptist  Association 
at  its  ministry  center  and  doing  children's  work.  And  West  is  in  Yalobusha  Baptist 
Association  doing  resort  ministries  in  the  state  park. 


Mattie  Pinson  scholarship  established 

From  left  are  Hollis  Bryant,  Ray  Grissett,  Eugene  Farr,  and  Aubrey  Boone.  The 
first  three  are  establishing  a  scholarship  fund  through  the  Mississippi  Baptist  Foun¬ 
dation  which  is  directed  by  Boone  The  Mattie  Pinson  Memorial  Fund  is  being 
established  to  provide  scholarship  monies  for  ministerial  wives  at  Clarke  College  for 
wives  of  ministers  in  the  Clarke  area  who  would  like  college  experience.  Mattie  Pin¬ 
son  is  the  late  wife  of  E.R.  Pinson,  retired  professor  at  Mississippi  College.  Mrs.  Pin¬ 
son,  according  to  Farr,  who  taught  both  at  Clarke  and  Mississippi  College,  “took  an 
interest  in  ministerial  wives  and  was  a  sponsor  of  ministerial  wives  at  MC.”  Bryant 
and  Grissett.  staffers  in  the  Cooperative  Missions  Department  of  the  Mississippi  Baptist 
Convention  Board,  were  students  at  Clarke  while  Farr  was  on  the  faculty.  Another 
fund  exists  for  ministerial  wives  at  MC 


T 


Dairy 


^Queen^j 


Peace  Committee  chair 
affirms  group’s  efforts 


ThTwtoy,  July  21.  1988 
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Missionary  doctor  faces 
criminal  charges  in  India 


BANGALORE,  India  (BP)  —  The  Saturday  in  mid-December  that  a 
missionary  administrator  of  Southern  police  officer  held  a  warrant  for  her 
Baptists'  hospital  here  will  "face  arrest  but  would  give  her  until  the 
criminal  proceedings  in  late  July  soon  next  Monday  to  appear  in  court  and 
after  she  returns  to  India  from  a  short  pay  bond.  Later  she  learned  the  war- 
stay  in  the  United  States.  rant  specified  she  not  be  allowed  out 

The  missionary.  Rebekah  Naylor,  on  bail.  Without  a  warning,  she  would 
has  been  accused  of  breaking  a  law  have  been  required  to  spend  the 
that  governs  the  operation  of  factories  weekend  in  jail,  she  said. 

by  leading  the  hospital  in  reducing  its  cutback  came  as  the 

work  force.  The  Southern  Baptist  *ne  cut  , 

Foreign  Mission  Board  has  retained  *\re,8"  ***** 

legal  counsel  for  her  in  the  case,  and  the  hofP,tal: 

the  hearings  have  been  rescheduled  "h,cuh  ha|  been  at  the  ce"ter  ,of 
several  times.  Southern  Baptist  m.ss.on  work  in  to 

‘Were  not  a  factory”  said  Naylor.  d,a  since  »*»  ded,cat,°"  1973  fJn 
a  surgeon  from  Fort  Worth,  Ttecas.  P\n*  w,th  a  w0,rldw'de  «*e 
who  came  to  Bangalore  after  being  ^ ‘s  mtov'n*  ,t°ward  mak,n«  al1 
annoinfeH  in  1<T73  The  verv  issue  of  such  hospitals  self-supporting. 


By  Lynn  P.  Clayton 

ROANOKE,  Va.  (BP)  —  Charles  believe  any  of  them  will  become  a  forum,  for  people  to  express 

Fuller,  who  led  the  Southern  Baptist  candidate  for  the  SBC  presidency  dur-  themselves,  and  that  has  been 

Convention  Peace  Committee  from  ing  the  next  five  years  or  so.  Fuller  healthy.  Southern  Baptists  felt  so- 

the  day  of  its  birth  until  its  dissolution,  said  he  believes  they  will  “help  peo- 

still  believes  handling  matters  by  pie  have  a  good  feeling  about  Southern 

“process  rather  than  option”  is  the  Baptists.” 
best  way  for  the  denomination  to  deal 
with  its  problems. 

“Process  is  more  enduring  and  has 
more  to  contribute,’ 


meone  was  set  aside  to  hear  them.” 

The  committee  came  to  believe  at 
its  last  meeting  that  it  was  time  for 
“They  have  some  allowance  for  —  the  convention  to  move  beyond  what 
mutual  respect  for  —  a  broader  spec-  the  committee  offered,  he  said, 
trum  and  share  a  positive  accent  on  noting,  “You  have  to  turn  to  what  is 
said  Fuller,  things.  They  will  help  people  recover,”  now  the  ongoing  process,  the  trustee 
pastor  at  First  Baptist  Church  of  he  noted.  process.” 

Roanoke,  Va.,  who  chaired  the  SBC  “They  have  finally  found  a  place  The  process  of  the  controversy  has 
Peace  Committee  during  its  three-  where  they  can  put  in  their  boat.”  broadened  the  involvement  of  more 
year  life.  Fuller  admitted,  “I  would  find  that  people  in  the  trustee  structure  of  con- 

Messengers  to  the  recent  Southern  will  be  a  refreshing  development.”  vention  agencies,  he  added:  “We  are 
Baptist  Convention  annual  meeting  He  also  said  he  has  been  asked  using  more  different  people.  In  the 
unanimously  approved  a  committee  “numerous  times”  if  he  would  be  will-  process,  obviously,  we’re  going  to  have 
recommendation  that  the  group  be  ing  to  consider  being  a  compromise  to  remember  that  trustees  bring  to  the 
dismissed.  The  committee  was  form-  candidate  for  SBC  president,  but  add-  institution  and  agencies  areas  of 
ed  in  1985  to  help  resolve  the  ongoing  ed:  “I’ve  not  had  a  chance  to  think  strength.  And  we  definitely  need  to 
theological/political  controversy  about  it.  We  are  in  a  major  building  focus  on  what  they  can  contribute.  I 
within  the  SBC.  Its  report  of  findings  program  (at  his  church)  for  the  next  think  these  different  folks  can  be 
and  10  recommendations  was  adopted  two  years,  and  that  is  going  to  receive  taught,  but  they  must  bring  the  exper- 
overwhelmingly  at  the  1987  SBC  my  full  attention.”  tise.” 

meeting.  One  recommendation  con-  Looking  back  over  the  three-year  In  leaving  the  Peace  Committee 
tinued  the  committee  for  up  to  three  work  of  the  committee.  Fuller  recall-  work  to  history.  Fuller  expressed  deep 
years  to  observe  the  response  of  SBC  ed  accepting  the  challenge  of  commit-  appreciation  for  the  support  of  the 
entities  to  the  report.  tee  chair  with  the  realization  of  the  ex-  members  and  staff  of  the  church 

Following  dismissal  of  the  commit-  treme  difficulty  of  the  task.  where  he  has  been  pastor  for  26  years, 

tee.  Fuller  told  the  Baptist  Message.  “I  knew  from  the  start  that  it  was  “I  have  not  taken  this  (committee 
Louisiana  Baptists’  weekly  newsletter,  going  to  be  time  consuming,  and,  to  work  or  controversy)  into  the  pulpit, 
he  believes  the  committee’s  process  a  certain  degree,  a  no-win  situation,”  The  only  way  it  has  been  mentioned 
has  allowed  leaders  of  a  “new  middle”  he  said.  “But  my  wife  told  me,  ‘Maybe  is  to  pray  for  the  work  of  the  commit- 
to  emerge  in  Southern  Baptist  life.  this  is  the  contribution  you  are  to  tee,”  he  said. 

“These  men  are  not  different  make  to  Southern  Baptists  because  of  “And  we  have  a  great  church  staff 
theologically  from  those  presently  in  who  you  are.’  of  longevity.  We  have  two  who  have 

leadership,  but  they  are  not  involved  “My  spirit  is  cooperative  with  ge-  been  with  us  20  and  22  years,  and 
in  machinery  or  counter-machinery  nuine  respect  —  I  love  those  who  dif-  others  who  have  been  with  us  10  to  12 
politics.  While  they  have  very  strongly  fer  from  me.”  years.  There  is  a  great  trust  level.” 

conservative  theological  stances,  He  said  he  feels  the  Peace  Commit- 
their  contribution  will  be  in  spirit  and  tee,  far  from  being  a  failure,  ac- 

attitude.”  complished  two  main  tasks:  “We  rxyrp  p 

Although  he  would  not  name  the  served  as  a  shock  absorber  over  those  F  Md  names  x  FevOSt 
emerging  leaders  and  said  he  does  not  years.  And  we  provided  a  platform,  a  ( Continued  from  page  3) 

a  home  missionary  in  Phoenix,  Ariz., 

_  _  m  and  a  pastor  in  California  and  West 

Kay  mond  pastor  to  retire  soon  Virginia  He  is  married  to  the  former 

J  Carol  Page  of  Amory,  Miss.,  and  they 

Sam  Mason,  pastor  of  Raymond  New  Orleans  Seminary.  have  two  sons. 

Church,  Raymond,  will  retire  July  31.  He  is  the  husband  of  Esther  Gunnell  In  another  development,  the  board 
“Brother  Sam,”  as  he  is  known  to  Mason  and  the  father  of  a  daughter,  has  named  Norman  N.  Burnes  III  to 

direct  its  missionary  learning  depart¬ 
ment  and  Arville  Senter  to  be 
associate  director  of  missionary 
orientation.  Burnes  will  oversee  orien¬ 
tation  and  training  programs  offered 
primarily  at  the  Cauthen  Missionary 
Learning  Center  in  Rockville,  Va. 
Senter  will  help  plan  and  schedule  the 
seven-week  missionary  orientation 
program. 


f  The  Samford 
f  Pastor's  School 


August  8- 1 2,  1 988  •  Samford  University  •  Birmingham.  Alabama 
Inaugurating  the  School  of  Divinity  of  Samford  University 

Enjoy  a  week  of  inspiration,  challenge  and  renewal  with: 


Lewis  Drummond  Timothy  George 

PrwOH  Sou>  ini  a tf*  SfTwary  Dam  Swntort  Divrty  Scfwo 
VWaForaalNC  ama^nm.  MAtm* 


I  most,  has  been  Jan  Brock,  and  son,  Sam  Mason  III. 
pastor  in  Hinds  The  Masons  will  reside  in  their  new 
mT  Jhh  Madison  Associa  retirement  home  at  581  West  Main 

y  tion  for  32  years  Street  in  Raymond 

^  n  pastorate  Tt^-  He  wil1  **  available  for  supply  and 
cien  he  became  interim  service  after  a  brief  rest  The 
fr«i  nasovr  nf  Masons  will  be  reached  at  P  0  Box 

Iff#]  SoniJl  Height.  S’  ^ym°nd  °r  **  teleph°ne  3t 
M  Church,  Jackson, 

Mason  where  he  served  16  Raymond  Church  will  host  a  retire- 
years.  After  a  year’s  interim  pastorate  ment  fellowship  at  the  McKenzie 
at  Pocahontas,  he  began  a  15-year  Arena,  Hinds  Community  College, 
pastorate  at  Raymond.  Mason  is  a  beginning  at  3  on  Sunday  afternoon, 
graduate  of  Mississippi  College  and  July  31. 

Foreign  Board  appoints  couples 

(Continued  from  page  3)  earned  the  master  of  religious  educa- 
from  Southwestern  Seminary.  He  also  tion  degree  frorp  Southwestern 
received  Clinical  Pastoral  Education  Seminary,  and  earned  Clinical 
training  from  Valley  Baptist  Medical  Pastoral  Education  training  from 
Center,  Harlingen,  Tex.  Baylor  University  Medical  Center. 

He  has  been  a  BSU  director  at  Dallas. 

William  Carey  College;  minister  of 

youth  and  music  at  Twin  Lakes  She  has  been  associate  BSU  direc- 
Church,  Jackson;  a  FMB  journeyman  tor  at  the  University  of  Southern 
in  Argentina;  and  a  HMB  summer  Mississippi  and  at  Tfexas  A&M  Univer- 
missionary  in  Puerto  Rico.  sity;  a  student  worker  at  Sam 

Mrs.  Hearon,  the  former  Bonnie  Houston  State  University;  and  a 
Ernst  of  San  Antonio,  is  a  graduate  of  social  caseworker  at  South  Texas 
the  University  of  Mary  Hardin-Baylor,  Children’s  Home  in  Beeville. 


Darold  Morgan 

PrMdtni.  S8C  AmjNy  Boars 


Richard  Halverson 

OopWioltoUS  Sm» 


LAKELAND 

SKATING  CENTER 


MynuA  Phil  While  William  Willimon 

R*oon»ng*im  DaanoitwOiai* 

$45  per  registrant  (plus  $15  for  spouse  attending) 

•  include »  rcfpMraikjn.  Ixtnquci.  three  fum  /K-onv  /otiging  in  Hctnon  U  noth 


ALL  NIGHT  SKATE 

Friday,  Aug.  5,  1988 
7  p.m.  -  7  a.m. 
Doors  locked  at  midnight 
Uve  ’  entertainment 
“IMMANUEL" 
Special  group  rates 
for  advance  reservations 


Quality  theological  education  . .  in  a  Baptist  university  context 
from  an  explicitly  evangelical  perspective  , 

Telephone  Toll  free  C  TTAr/H  Km 

in  the  Southeast  1^1 I  I  I  It  H  t  1  ■  i 


University 


Write  The  Samford  Pastor  s  School  •  Samfonl  I  imersio  •  Birmingham  Al.  M2W 
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Thursday,  July  21.  1988 


Northwest  sends  38 
west  to  Emerado 


F,„t Baptet qwrd,of [ndependerK-e,  Education  Commission 
Mo.,  effective  Aug.  1.  _  # 

At  the  CLC,  Young  has  been  elects  Tim  Fields 
associate  director  and  director  of  pro¬ 
duct  development.  Shirley  Young  has  GREENVILLE,  S.C.  (BP)  —  Tim 
been  administrative  assistant  to  Ex-  Fields,  associate  director  and  direc- 
ecutive  Director  N.  Larry  Baker,  who  tor  of  communications  of  the  Southern 
resigned  effective  June  10  to  become  Baptist  Christian  Life  Commission, 
pastor  of  First  Baptist  Church  of  has  been  named  assistant  director  of 
Pineville,  La.  the  Southern  Baptist  Education  Com 

In  addition  to  the  Youngs  and  Baker,  mission  effective  July  I. 
another  elected  staff  member,  Tim  in  his  new  position,  Fields  will  be 
Fields,  also  has  resigned,  leaving  five  responsible  for  communication  func- 
professional  staff  members  at  the  em-  tions  of  the  commission,  including 
battled  moral  concerns  agency,  news  and  information,  production, 
Fields,  who  was  associate  director  marketing  and  distribution  of  com- 
and  director  of  communications,  ac-  mission  products  and  promotional 
cepted  a  position  at  the  Southern  Bap-  materials  and  other  public  relations 
tist  Education  Commission,  effective  and  administrative  responsibilities. 
July  1-  •  He  also  will  be  managing  editor  of 

The  Youngs  were  elected  to  the  staff  The  Southern  Baptist  Educator. 


Fagan,  Futral  will  preach  at 
SS  leadership  conferences 

t  leaders  are  Larry  Futral,  First 
Church,  Ocean  Springs;  Mike  Ed¬ 
wards,  Oakhurst  Church,  Clarksdale; 
and  Lew  King,  Parkway  Church, 

Jackson. 

“Gather  the  People”  based  on 
Deuteronomy  31:12  is  the  theme  for 
the  Sunday  School  conferences. 
fc  Leadership  training  is  being  offered 
k  in  all  Sunday  School  leadership  areas, 

Fagan  according  to  Keith  Wilkinson,  direc¬ 

tor  of  the  state  Sunday  School 
Julian  Fagan,  pastor  of  First  Department. 

Church,  Pontotoc,  and  Jim  Futral,  In  addition  to  the  state  staff  con- 
pastor  of  Broadmoor  Church,  ference  leaders  include:  J.C.  Prather, 

Jackson,  will  be  guest  preachers  for  Dawn  Dwyer,  Ruth  Allen,  Terry 

Sunday  School  leadership  conferences  Jumper,  Eva  Cain,  Lily  Culp,  Mary 

at  Gulfshore.  Ingram,  Judy  Wesley,  Pam  Black. 

Fagan  will  preach  for  conferences  Don  Chapin,  Don  and  Judy  Hicks, 

Aug.  1-3  and  4-6, 1968.  Futral  president  Steve  Huff,  Edwin  and  Pam  Price, 
of  the  Mississippi  Baptist  Convention,  Cynthia  Martin,  Kay  Spencer,  Ron 
will  be  guest  preacher  for  conferences  Thomas,  Evelyn  Vaughn,  Carol 
August  8-10  and  11-13.  Williams,  Beth  Andrews,  Patti  Ed-  Wilson  W.  Boggan  of  Moss  Point, 

Pour  guest  preachers  will  bring  wards,  Betty  Jo  Hall,  Eloise  Kerr,  celebrated  his  50th  year  as  an  ordain- 

mes sages  during  the  ASSIST/Small  Susie  Lockard,  Cindy  Lumpkin,  David  ed  minister  Sunday,  July  3.  The  ser- 

Church  Sunday  School  Conference  and  Amy  Morrow,  Buelah  Thigpen,  vice  was  held  at 

July  28-30.  They  are  Rick  Spencer,  Sybil  Thompson,  Joann  White,  Jackie  Macedonia  Church 


Futral 


25  -  or  47  • 

Passenger  buses 

BUS  SUPPLY  CO.  INC. 

McComb,  MS  601-684-2900 


W.  W.  Boggan 
honored  on  50th 
year  of  ministry 


Moa£*f^  BAPTISTRIES 

>■  HEATERS.  POMPS 

FACTORY  DIRECT 

^U/TOU.  FREE  1-800-251-0679 
TN  CALL  COLLECT  615-875-0679 
FIBERGLASS  BAPTISTRY  CO 
SSI  I  HIXSON PtKE •CHATTANOOGA. TN 374 1J 


Churches  adopt 
expanded  plan 


Confuood  About  Life  Insurance? 
Why  not  buy  tho  moat  Ilf#  Insurance 
for  the  least  amount  of  monsy? 
Example:  Male,  60,  non-smoker 

$100,000 

For  only  $32.56  par  mo. 

Call  Don  Mahaffay 
8:30am  to  4:30pm  ET  Mon.-Frt. 
Toll  Fra#  1 -BOO- 367- 5492 


director  of  missions  for  Monroe  And  •  Winters,  Mackie  McCollister,  and 
Itawamba  Associations ;  Ken  Rhodes,  Eleanor  Yarborough, 
director  of  missions  in  Pearl  River  Registration  can  be  made  by 
Association ;  Nolan  Houston,  director  writing  Frank  Simmons,  Gulfshore 
of  missions  in  Carroll  and  Mon-  Baptist  Assembly,  Henderson  Point, 
tgomery  Associations;  and  P.J.  Scott,  Pass  Christian,  MS  39571,  phone 
of  First  Church,  Olive  Branch.  Music  601/452-7261. 


The  following  churches  have 
adopted  the  Expanded  Annuity 
Plan  since  those  reported  in  the 
June  23  issue  of  the  Baptist 
Record:  Alcorn:  East  Corinth; 
Calhoun:  New  Liberty;  Choctaw: 
New  Haven;  Jeff  Davis:  Society 
Hill;  Lee:  FBC  Planters ville;  Lin¬ 
coln:  FBC  Brookhaven;  Pike: 
West  McComb;  Rankin:  FBC 
Richland;  and  Smith:  White  Oak. 


Tupelo  church  will  sponsor 
children’s  choir  workshop 


Pianos  at  A 
Warehouse 

prices  Tjf 

Exclusive  dealers  lor  ’ 
Steinway  -  Kawai  -  WurlilUer 
Weber  -  Kimball 
Financing  Available 
MC/V  ISA/ American  Express 


Piano  Company 

226  Hwy  51  N.  Tim  Kelly.  Manager 
Ridgeland  856-2524 


Letters  to  the  editor 


Pews  needed 

Editor: 

We  are  a  small  mission  church  that 
has  a  great  need  for  some  pews.  We 
need  14  to  18  pews  that  are  eight  to  10 
feet  long.  I  am  writing  to  ask  you  to 
place  an  article  in  your  state  paper, 
if  you  possibly  can,  concerning  this 


of  the  Baptist  Record. 

Pastoral  authority  and  priesthood 
of  the  believer  are  not  contradictory. 
When  you  look  at  whole  context  of 
Hebrews  13,  it  clearly  shows  that  we 
are  all  priests  unto  God,  responsible 
for  giving  spiritual  offerings  (13:15, 
16)  and  are  also  to  obey  and  submit 
to  our  church  leaders  (13:17). 


on  the  distortions  and  misrepresenta¬ 
tions  you  have  imposed  on  the 
statement. 

Steven  R.  Wilkinson 
Gulfport 

The  only  source 

Editor: 

God  created  the  home,  the  church, 


error  and  apologizing  when  mistakes 
are  made. 

Consider  point  two  Fairness  toward 
“all  Southern  Baptists”  means  we  do 
not  coerce  other  Southern  Baptists  to 
respond  in  writing  to  our  cor¬ 
respondence  or  questions.  This  same 
freedom  and  respect  should  be  ex¬ 
tended  to  Baptist  Press. 


mains  in  office.  Baptist  Press  will  re¬ 
main  free  or  it  will  not  remain.  If  it 
were  to  lose  its  freedom  it  also  would 
lose  its  credibility  and  would  not  be 
useful.  —  Editor 


Divided  convention? 


need.  It  is  my  prayer  that  we  might 
be  able  to  obtain  these  pews  at  a  cost 
we  can  afford. 

Richard  Covington,  pastor 
Red  Lodge  Baptist  Church 
P.  0.  Box  197 
Red  Lodge,  MT  59068 


and  government.  They  are  all  divine-  Point  number  three  infringes  upon  Editor : 

ly  ordained  and  established.  the  freedom  and  responsibility  of  For  14  years  I  have  been  associated 

For  such  a  time  as  this,  in  the  midst  Baptist  Press  to  report  SBC  news  as  with  The  Baptist  Record  as  a  pastor 
of  severe  drought  and  dire  economic  objectively  as  possible  Presenting  the  mostly  in  Mississippi.  During  these 
plight,  our  leaders  have  expressed  SBC  “positively”  in  every  cir-  years  I  have  appreciated  your  work  as 
their  concern  by  speaking  out  and  cumstance  turns  Baptist  Press  into  editor  and  the  fine  publication  of 
establishing  hotlines  and  other  pro-  Baptist  Propaganda  Press.  Propagan-  which  we  can  be  rightly  proud, 
grams  to  help  our  people;  but  isn’t  it  da  prevents  us  from  receiving  an  ac-  I  am,  however,  deeply  concerned 
time  for  our  leaders  to  be  true  leaders  curate  picture  of  SBC  life.  Truth  with  your  report  of  our  convention, 
as  were  our  forebears  and  lead  our  na-  brings  educated  messengers  to  our  That  “Southern  Baptists  are  split 
tion,  states,  and  communities  in  anhual  conventions.  Propaganda  down  the  middle”  is  an  absurd 
prayer  and  place  our  faith,  hope,  and  creates  misinformed  messengers.  understanding  of  the  convention  tone 
trust  in  God  —  the  only  source  and  Point  number  four  over-emphasizes  This  view  and  very'  careless  assess 
power  for  solving  our  real  problems.  Baptist  Press  mistakes,  which  are  ment  of  our  constituency  is  not  at  all 
As  is  said  in  II  Chronicles  7:14,  “If  less  than  one  percent  of  all  Baptist  in  keeping  with  the  objectivity  I  would 
my  people,  which  are  called  by  my  press  releases.  Fairness  toward  "all  expect  from  you.  In  fact,  to  measure 
name,  shall  humble  themselves,  and  Southern  Baptists”  means  com-  the  pulse  of  the  convention  on  the 
pray,  and  seek  my  face,  and  turn  from  plimenting  Baptist  Press  for  their  99  ballot  for  president  shows  about  as 

their  wicked  ways;  then  will  I  hear  percent  accuracy,  not  intimidating  much  insight  as  a  mole, 

from  heaven,  and  will  forgive  their  them  for  their  one  percent  inaccuracy.  The  presidential  decision  was  the 
sin,  and  will  heal  their  land.”  If  this  motion  is  approved,  a  free  expression  of  duly  elected  messengers 

Ron  Aldridge  Baptist  Press  will  become  a  luxury  of  who  had  a  great  trust  in  and  respect 

Jackson  the  past.  A  controlled  and  for  both  nominees  (not  to  disregard 

manipulated  Baptist  Press  will  the  two  pseudo  candidates).  The 

Racist  intimirlatinn  become  the  standard  for  the  future,  marginal  vote  for  Richard  Jackson 

n*  K 1  Roy  Bryan  Moore,  pastor  was  certainly  not  a  reflection  of  the 

Editor:  Improve  Church  liberal  population  of  our  convention. 

Recently  the  SBC  Executive  Com-  Columbia  The  real  division  of  the  convention’s 

mittee  narrowly  voted  in  San  Antonio  messengers  was  probably  much  more 

to  table  a  disturbing  four-point  mo-  You  have  indeed  struck  a  responsive  accurately  expressed  on  the  proposal 
tion.  The  first  point  is  based  on  the  chord  with  me  on  that  one.  I  ap-  to  change  the  convention  sermon 
principle  of  fairness  toward  “All  preciate  your  interest  in  analyzing  preacher  to  a  woman  in  1990,  etc. 
Southern  Baptists.”  But  points  two,  that  story  on  the  SBC  Executive  Com-  As  to  the  “priesthood  of  the 
three,  and  four  are  attempts  to  either  mittee  meeting  to  see  the  danger  that  believer"  and  the  authority  of  the 
control  coerce,  manipulate,  or  in-  is  being  posed  for  Baptist  Press  and  pastor  issue,  I  consider  Richard 
timidate  Baptist  Press.  the  unfettered  dissimination  of  news.  Jackson  to  be  an  exemplary  “strong 

The  motion  asks  that  Baptist  Press  What  is  reported  is  not  all  good  news ;  pastoral  leader.”  If  I  understand  our 
be  directed  to:  but  it  is  what  is  going  on,  and  Baptists  convention  churches,  those  that  have 

1.  Recognize  their  responsibility  to  have  a  right  to  know  about  it,  and  in-  really  impacted  their  cities  and  the 
be  fair  to  all  Southern  Baptists.  deed  a  responsibility  to  know,  so  that  world  for  the  Gospel  of  Christ  have 

2.  Respond  in  writing  to  cor-  they  can  make  responsible  decisions,  authoritative  leadership  in  their 

respondence  and  questions  asked  con-  As  a  matter  of  interest,  I  am  chair-  pulpits.  I  think  of  First,  Dallas; 
ceming  their  reporting  by  members  man  of  the  Baptist  Press  Liaison  Jacksonville;  Atlanta;  Dauphin  Way; 
of  the  Executive  Committee.  Committee  for  the  nationwide  North  Phoenix ;  Bellevue,  etc.  These 

3.  Represent  the  Southern  Baptist  organization  of  state  paper  editors,  men  are  not  tyrants  nor  dictators  but 

Convention  positively  and  fairly  to  the  and  we  are  very  interested  in  pro-  rather  men  who  "are  keeping  watch 
secular  media  as  well  as  to  Baptist  tecting  Baptist  Press.  And  you  can  over  your  souls.”  (Hebrews  13:17, 
publications.  rest  assured  that  as  long  as  the  pre-  RSV ) 

4  Recoenize  the  need  for  admitting  sent  group  of  state  paper  editors  re-  (Continued  on  page  13) 


Controversy  capsules  Obedience  and  submission  to  spiritual 
J  *  leaders  are  ^iot  to  enhance  their  posi- 

Editor:  tion  but  to  grant  them  the  assurance 

I  am  writing  concerning  your  re-  that  they  have  not  lost  them  whom 
cent  “new”  article  entitled  “Con-  God  has  committed  to  their  care, 
troversy  Capsules,”  and  I  quote  frbm  <  Broadman  Bible  Commentary,  vol. 
one:  “The  staff  feels  folks  might  want  12,  p.  96. ) 
to  know  who  is  saying  what  about 

whom,  so  this  space  is  for  that.”  This  Furthermore,  Resolution  5  is  in  total 
reminds  me  of  a  juicy  piece  of  gossip  agreement  with  the  Baptist  Fhith  and 
like  “he  said  that  you  said  that  they  Message  Preamble  (next  to  last 
said  he  did  whatever  you  said  he  did!"  paragraph).  We  all  need  to  realize 

..  that  we  as  Baptists  have  always 
I  thought  that  the  Baptist  Record  is  recognized  some  limitations  in  doc- 
supposed  to  be  a  religious  newspaper,  trinal  diversity.  The  doctrine  of  the 
printing  the  news  around  our  state,  priesthood  of  the  believer  does  not 
country,  and  nation  concerning  our  give  the  right  to  believe 

churches  and  what  the  Lord  is  doing  whatever  they  wish  and  still  be  seen 
through  his  people  and  articles  about  as  ipyaj  Southern  Baptists.  Resolution 
the  work  of  our  home  and  foreign  5  jg  not  setting  up  a  new  view  of  the 
missionaries.  priesthood  of  the  believer  but  seems 

I  would  like  to  give  you  some  advice  t0 1)6  forth  the  scriptural  view 

from  a  dear  lady  who  has  been  with  “  ■* forth«? 
the  Lord  for  several  years  now.  She  tist view  561  forth  in  the  BaPtlst 
was  my  grandmother.  “The  more  you  and  Message, 
stir  a  stink  the  stinker  it  stinks.  So.  j  request  that  you  print  Resolution 
I  pray  that  you  and  your  staff  will  5  in  total  ^  ^  readers  can  judge  for 
rethink  adding  a  “Gossip  Column  to  themselves  whether  your  and  Dr. 
our  Baptist  Record.  Lolley’s  views  are  correct.  (Dr. 

All  of  us  as  Southern  Baptists  would  *7  wa0sPrese"t7  °n  ££ 

do  weU  to  memorize  James  3:2  “For  «  of  the  June  23  issue  of  Baptist 

m  many  things  we  all  stumble.  If  any  cor  _ 

man  offend  not  in  word,  the  same  is  fTrt'JZ 

a  perfect  man,  and  able  also  to  bridle  fellow  Leaf  Church 

the  whole  body.”  0xford 

My  prayer  for  our  whole  denomina¬ 
tion  is  that  we  not  offend  any  man  by 

our  words  and  that  the  Lord  will  bring  p  1  •  jvt  r 

a  great  revival  in  ourJand.  We  need  resolution  liO.  O 
to  be  out  knocking  on  doors  and  win-  Editor: 

ning  people  to  Christ  rather  than  car-  1  was  a  messenger  to  the  recent 
rying  on  a  verbal  war  among  Southern  Baptist  Convention  in  San 
ourselves.  Antonio  and  I  have  in  front  of  me  the 

Mrs.  Earl  Parrish  text  of  Resolution  No.  5  —  “On  the 

Starkville  Priesthood  of  the  Believer,”  as 

printed  in  the  SBC  Bulletin  on  the  day 
the  vote  was  taken. 

Our  “Controversy  Capsules"  was  1  am  appalled  by  the  gross  distor- 
not  a  gossip  column  but  an  attempt  to  tions  and  inaccuracies  in  your 
get  into  the  paper  some  things  that  we  editorial  comments  concerning  this 
felt  Mississippi  Baptists  needed  to  resolution.  This  resolution  explicitly 
know  about  without  taking  up  the  says  that  we,  “. .  .  affirm  .  .  belief 
enormous  amount  of  space  that  those  in  the  biblical  doctrine  of  the 
stories  demanded  in  their  original  Priesthood  of  the  Believer  (1  Peter 
state.  We  didn't  like  what  was  going  2:9  and  Rev.  1:6).”  It  does  not  say 
on,  but  it  was  going  on.  It  was  not  the  anywhere  in  the  text  of  this  resolution 
messenger  but  the  message  that  was  that  the  pastor  is  to  be  a  priest,  as  you 
bad.  —  Editor  falsely  allege.  It  simply  affirms, 

“. . .  that  elders,  or  pastors,  are  call¬ 
ed  of  God  to  lead  the  local  church 
(Acts  20:28).” 

D  *  .  »t  r  Will  you  please  have  the  fairness 

resolution  iiO.  o  and  decency  to  print  the  full  text  of 

Editor :  this  resolution  in  your  paper,  without 

I  must  say  that  you  and  I  do  not  further  editorial  comment,  so  that  the 
agree  on  the  major  issues  in  Resolu-  people  can  judge  for  themselves  what 
tion  5,  which  you  set  forth  in  your  it  says?  If  there  is  dissent,  let  it  be 
editorial  in  the  post  convention  issue  based  on  what  is  actually  stated,  not 
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Revival  dates 


Wanted: 


500  churches  to  pray 


RICHMOND,  Va.  (BP)  -  Wanted: 
500  churches  to  help  overcome  bar¬ 
riers  separating  1.3  billion  people 
from  the  gospel. 

The  president  of  the  Southern  Bap¬ 
tist  Foreign  Mission  Board  simply 
wants  the  congregations  to  pray. 

'  R.  Keith  Parks,  in  his  monthly 
prayer  alert  to  Southern  Baptist  chur¬ 
ches,  is  asking  500  of  them  to  make 
one-year  commitments  to  pray  for 
unevangelized  masses  of  people 
“where  prayer  is  virtually  the  only 
strategy  that  can  be  employed.” 

Last  August,  in  an  address  during 
Foreign  Missions  Week  at  Glorieta 
(N.M.)  Baptist  Conference  Center, 
Parks  called  for  100  churches  to  make 
such  commitments.  He  issued  the 
same  call  on  the  Foreign  Mission 
Board’s  PrayerLine  and  during 
Woman’s  Missionary  Union  Week  at 
Ridgecrest  (N.C.)  Baptist  Conference 
Center.  More  than  300  churches 


responded.  The  board’s  office  of  inter¬ 
national  prayer  strategy  assigned 
each  congregation  to  a  country  or  peo¬ 
ple  group  and  mailed  monthly  prayer 
bulletins. 

Tb  avoid  jeopardizing  Christians  in 
countries  or  cultures  where  witness¬ 
ing  is  restricted,  churches  were  ask¬ 
ed  not.to  mention  the  prayer  project 
in  radio  and  TV  broadcasts  or  in 
mailings. 

“Already  we’ve  become  aware  of 
positive  changes  in  situations  in 
several  of  these  prayed-for  places,” 
Parks  noted.  “We  believe  these  new 
developments  are  the  result  of  con¬ 
certed  prayer.” 

Parks’  call  for  prayer  by  500  chur¬ 
ches  during  the  coming  year  was 
issued  in  connection  with  the  July  3 
“concert  of  prayer”  in  Southern  Bap¬ 
tist  churches.  The  “concert  of  prayer,” 
the  first  Sunday  of  every  month, 
focuses  on  concerns  related  to  world 


evangelization.  Each  month’s  focus  is 
shared  over  PrayerLine,  the  board’s 
24-hour  toll-free  telephone  service 

The  board  is  placing  “a  new  em¬ 
phasis  on  an  old  truth  —  com¬ 
municating  with  Southern  Baptists  in 
a  systematic  way  to  say;  Here  are 
some  nations. 

Except  through  the  grace  of  God 
and  the  power  of  prayer,  we  don’t 
know  how  anything  can  be  done  there 
No  country  or  people  group  can  close 
themselves  to  prayer  and  the  power 
of  the  Holy  Spirit,”  he  said. 

Prayer,  then,  is  the  first  step  to 
“open  the  opportunity”  for  work 
among  people  who,  in  Parks’  words, 
“have  never  had  a  clear  witness  about 
Jesus  and  his  way  of  salvation.” . 

Churches  interested  in  volunteering 
their  prayer  efforts  should  call  or 
write  the  Foreign  Mission  Board’s  of¬ 
fice  of  international  prayer  strategy 
in  Richmond,  Va. 


Baptists  express  concern  over  film 


(Continued  from  page  3) 
earlier  script.  “I  also  have  talked  with 
people  who  reviewed  a  later  script, 
and  they  are  very  similar,”  he  said. 

The  film,  he  said,  “presents  Jesus 
as  a  mentally  unstable  person  who 
fights  being  the  Son  of  God,  a  sinner 
who  doesn’t  know  who  will  pay  for  his 
sins,  a  person  who  lashes  out  at  the 
sick  and  poor,  a  traitor  to  the  Jews, 
one  who  lusts  after  Mary  Magdalene 


and  a  bigamist.”  The  movie  also 
reportedly  features  nudity  and  sexual 
scenes. 

“Specific  instances  (in  the  script) 
are  irrelevant,”  Wildmon  said.  “The 
general  thrust  of  the  movie  is 
blasphemous.  We  are  asking  people  to 
call  Universal  and  ask  them  not  to 
release  the  film.  Then  we  are  asking 
people  to  call  their  local  theaters  and 
out  of  respect  for  Christians  in  the 


local  community  not  to  show  the 
film.” 

He  said  he  began  protesting  the  film 
in  December  1987  but  “backed  off 
when  they  said  they  would  let  us 
screen  it.  They  (Universal)  told  us  it 
would  honor  our  Lord,  but  when  they 
put  off  the  screening  time,  I  backed 
off  and  did  not  attend  the  screening” 
held  in  New  York  July  12. 

Wildmon  maintained  Universal  has 
two  versions  of  the  movie  and  charg¬ 
ed  what  religious  leaders  saw  at  the 
screening  is  a  “work  in  progress”  with 
the  more  objectionable  scenes 
deleted. 

The  movie  was  screened  as  a  Tough 
cut,’  to  40  to  50  religious  leaders  in 
New  York.  No  press  representatives 
were  allowed  to  participate. 

Evelyn  Dukovic,  executive  vice 
president  of  Morality  in  Media,  told 
Baptist  Press  she  attended  the  screen¬ 
ing:  “I  found  it  extremely  offensive. 
It  pictures  Christ  as  a  sort  of  fearful, 
apprehensive,  weak  person.  This  is 
not  the  historical  figure  of  Christ,  and 
that  really  offended  me. 

“There  was  nudity,  and  in  a  dream 
sequence  presenting  Jesus  as  marry¬ 
ing  Mary  Magdalene,  there  is  a  sex 
scene,”  said  Dukovic,  a  Catholic.  "The 
film  is  not  only  objectionable  but  ex¬ 
tremely  offensive  to  any  believing 
Christian.  What  I  saw  was  a  rough 
cut,  but  I  don’t  see  how  they  could  ever 
make  this  palatable  for  believing 
Christians.” 

Robert  L.  Maddox,  executive  direc¬ 
tor  of  Americans  United  for  Separa¬ 
tion  of  Church  and  State  in  Silver 
Spring,  Md.,  and  a  Southern  Baptist 
minister,  also  told  Baptist  Press  he 
has  seen  the  movie  He  agreed  with 
Dukovic  the  movie  will  never  be  ac¬ 
ceptable  to  the  person  in  the  pew;  it 
will  be  offensive." 

He  added  he  knew  very  little  about 
the  film  and  had  “missed  the 
brouhaha”  which  has  arisen.  “Lam 
not  recommending  that  people  see  the 
film,  but  it  does  have  its  commen 
(Continued  on  page  9) 


C ^Devotional 


Mandate  to  choose 

By  Frank  Bishop 

If  any  man  come  to  me,  and  hate  not  his /other,  and  mother,  and  wife,  and 
children  and  brethren,  and  sisters,  yea,  and  his  own  life  also,  he  cannot  be 
my  disciple?  (Luke  14:2 5). 

Luke  14:25-33  may  have  some  harsh  sayings,  but  it  leaves  no  doubt  that 
discipling  is  not  a  life  of  ease  When  Jesus  spoke  these  words 
he  was  surrounded  by  a  great  multitude.  Unlike  many  of 
us  today,  Jesus  was  never  overly  impressed  with  the 
multitude.  Please  don’t  misunderstand.  It  wasn’t  that  he 
did  not  care  for  the  multitude.  He  cared  very  deeply.  But 
he  knew  not  to  put  his  faith  in  fickle  followers  of  a  crowd. 

When  Jesus  began  to  describe  the  cost  of  commitment, 
most  of  the  crowd  found  business  elsewhere 

It  seems  to  me  that  Jesus  makes  at  least  three  basic 
points  in  this  passage:  First,  The  business  of  being  a  disci¬ 
ple  requires  a  choice  of  loyalties.  Tb  suggest  that  we  must  Bishop 
hate  our  nearest  and  dearest  means  simply  that  no  love  in  our  life  can  com¬ 
pare  with  the  love  we  bear  to  him.  As  a  matter  of  fact  any  committed  follower 
of  Christ  discovers  that  love  for  family  and  friends  becomes  dearer  and  more 
intense  in  direct  proportion  to  one’s  love  for  Christ.  I  heard  Bill  Bright,  founder 
and  president  of  Campus  Crusade  for  Christ,  say  one  time  that  he  never  really 
knew  what  it  meant  to  love  his  wife  until  he  fell  in  love  with  Jesus. 

Second,  being  a  disciple  involves  not  only  a  choice  of  loyalties  but  a  choice 
for  Hfe.  Any  serious  consideration  concerning  the  call  of  Christ  must  take  in¬ 
to  account  that  Jesus  never  called  followers  to  be  temporary  disciples.  The 
closest  experience  that  we  know  that  can  be  compared  to  a  choice  to  follow 
Christ  is  our  experience  of  marriage.  It  is  designed  to  include  all  of  life  for 
as  long  as  life  lasts.  So  is  a  choice  to  follow  Christ.  Every  aspect  of  one’s  life 
should  be  touched  and  changed  for  as  long  as  life  lasts. 

Third,  discipleship  is  not  only  a  choke  of  loyalties  and  a  choice  for  life,  but 
is  a  choice  involving  cost.  The  illustrations  of  the  builder  of  the  tower  and 
the  king  going  to  war  are  clear  indications  that  he  who  is  wise  will  count  the 
cost  before  a  committment  is  made.  Jesus  never  suggested  that  the  cost  of 
discipleship  is  too  high;  rather  he  appeals  to  the  highest  sense  of  dedication 
from  those  who  choose  to  call  him  Lord. 

Frank  Bishop  is  pastor.  North  Winona  Church,  Winona. 


Corinth  (Leake):  July  24-29;  Sun¬ 
day,  11  a.m.  and  7  pm.;  Mon.-Fri.,  7 
pm. ;  Lee  Hudson,  Freeny,  evangelist ; 
Mark  Jones,  Trinity,  music;  Paul 
Sanders,  pastor. 

Cooperville,  Morton:  July  24-29; 
Sunday,  6:45 pm.;  Mon.-Fri.,  11  a.m., 
7:30  pm.;  evangelist,  Hardy  R. 
Denham  Jr.,  North  Long  Beach,  Long 
Beach;  music  evangelist,  Wendell 
Wiggins,  Brandon;  LaVeme  Sum¬ 
merlin,  pastor"’""’ 

Antioch  (Jasper):  July  24-29;  Gary 
White,  Sandhill  (Greene),  preacher; 
Gene  La  ton,  Bay  Springs,  music ;  Sun¬ 
day,  11  a.m. ;  lunch  served  at  church ; 
1:45  pm.,  evening  service;  Mon.-Fri., 
7  pm. ;  Carey  Bass,  pastor. 

Spring  Hill  (Copiah):  July  24-27; 
homecoming,  July  24;  Sunday,  11  a.m. 
and  7  pm.;  lunch,  fellowship  hall, 
noon;  Mon.-Wed.,  7  pm.;  Bob  Lynch, 
McComb,  evangelist;  Blake  Scafidel, 
music  director,  Spring  Hill,  music; 
James  A.  Hurt,  pastor. 

Fairfield,  Moselle:  July  24-27;  ser¬ 
vices,  Sunday,  11  a.m.,  7  p.m. ;  Mon.- 
Wed.,  7  nightly;  Billy  Crosby, 
evangelist;  Robert  Fortenberry, 
pastor. 

Liberty,  Flowood:  July  24-July  29; 
Sunday,  11  a.m.  and  7  pm. ;  dinner  on 
the  grounds;  Mon.-Fri.,  7:30  p.m.; 
Perry  Clifton  Perkins,  Sr.,  preacher  ; 
Bill  Clark,  music ;  Bobby  C.  Waggoner 
pastor. 

Riverside,  Waynesboro:  July  24-29; 
Donnie  Guy,  full-time  evangelist, 
Biloxi,  guest  preacher;  Greg  Smith, 
music;  regular  services,  Sunday,  11 
a.m.  and 6 pm.;  Mon.-Fri.,  7:00p.m.; 
M.  H.  Waltmon,  pastor. 

New  Bethlehem  (Simpson):  July 
24-29;  Sunday  services,  11  a.m.,  follow¬ 
ed  by  lunch  and  afternoon  service; 
Mon.-Fri.,  7:30  nightly;  Glen  Kelly, 
pastor,  Oak  Grove,  Mendenhall,  guest 
speaker;  Larry  White,  director  of 
music.  New  Bethlehem,  music;  Jim¬ 
my  Sellers,  pastor. 

First,  Vaiden:  July  24-29;  Sunday, 
11  a.m.  and  7  pm.;  Mon.-Fri.,  10:45 
a.m.  and  7:45  pm.;  J.  B.  Costilow, 
Newton,  evangelist;  Sandy  Land, 
Durant,  music  director;  Leon  Holly, 
pastor. 

First,  Cleveland:  July  24-27;  Earl  C. 
Davis,  pastor,  First,  Memphis,  Ttenn., 
evangelist;  Dwayne  and  Brenda  Sims, 
music;  Sunday,  11  a.m.  and  6  pm.; 
Mon.-Wed.,  12:15  pm.  and  7  p.m.; 
lunch  served  Mon.-Wed.  11:30  and 
12:15  ($1.00);  Jim  Street,  pastor. 

First,  Kosciusko:  July  24-28;  Gerald 
Harris,  pastor,  Colonial  Heights, 
Jackson,  evangelist;  Dick  Barrett, 
music  evangelist,  Bremen.,  Ga., 
music;  Sunday  services,  11  a.m.  and 
7  pm.;  Mon.-Thurs.,  12:20-12:55  and 
7:30  pm.;  L.  Edward  Gandy,  pastor. 

First,  Lambert:  July  24-27:  Bill 
Fuller,  pastor.  Woodland  Hills, 
Jackson,  evangelist;  Mrs.  Kathryn 
Barfield,  Yazoo  City,  music 
evangelist;  Sunday  services,  11  a.m. 
and  6  pm.,  Mon.-Wed.,  noon  (lunch 
served  at  the  church  each  day),  and 
7:30  pm.  ;  J.  Courtney  Selvy,  pastor. 

Providence  (Bolivar) :  July  24-29;  7 
nightly;  Jerry  Swimmer,  full  time 
evangelist,  Iuka,  Eugene  Walden, 
pastor. 


Pleasant  Home,  Laurel:  July  24-27; 
Eddie  Bryant,  pastor,  Tucker’s  Cross¬ 
ing,  evangelist;  Lynn  Evans,  minister 
of  music  and  youth,  Pleasant  Home, 
music;  Sunday  School,  9:45,  morning 
worship  11  with  dinner  on  the  grounds 
to  follow  in  fellowship  hall;  day’s  ac¬ 
tivities  will  conclude  with  afternoon 
service  at  1;  Mon.-Wed.,  10:30  a.m. 
and  7:30  pm.;  Jimmy  McFatter, 
pastor. 

Unk»,  Roxie:  July  24-29,  homecom¬ 
ing  (July  24)  and  revival;  services,  10 
a.m.  and  7:30  nightly;  John  Hudson, 
pastor,  preaching;  Tim  Hudson,  New 
Hebron,  music;  the  church  will  be 
selling  fish  plates  July  16  to  raise 
money  for  building  fund ;  Vacation  Bi¬ 
ble  School  had  58  in  average 
attendance. 

Unity  (Montgomery)  east  of  Duck 
Hill:  July  24-30;  7:30  nightly;  Phillip 
Potter,  evangelist;  Karl  Moyers, 
pastor;  Arlete’  Moyers,  special 
music. 

Bissell,  Tupelo:  July  24-27;  Sunday 
services,  7  pm.,  Mon.-Wed.  ,7:30  pm. ; 
Robert  Shirley,  retired  pastor, 
Parkway,  Tupelo,  evangelist;  Adron 
Horne,  pastor. 

First,  Fannin:  July  24-27;  Sunday, 
11  a.m.;  Sun.-Wed.,  7:30  p.m.;  Carl 
Duck,  preaching;  Bill  Clark,  music 
director;  Fred  Tarpley,  pastor. 

Branch  Church  (Scott):  July 
31-Aug  3;  Glen  Davis,  evangelist;  Jeff 
Hardy,  music  evangelist;  Sun.  at  11 
a.m.  and  7  pm.  plus  dinner  on  the 
grounds;  Mon.-Wed.  7:30  p.m.; 
nursery  provided;  Dexter  E.  Ware,  in¬ 
terim  pastor. 

Old  Hebron,  New  Hebron,  (Jeff 
Davis):  July  24-29;  Robert  Dunn, 
pastor,  Dublin,  Prentiss,  evangelist; 
Phillip  Willis,  Baton  Rouge,  La., 
music  evangelist;  Sunday,  11  a.m,  and 
1:30  pm.;  Mon.-Fri.,  8  a.m.,  and  7:30 
pm. ;  lunch  served  at  church  at  noon 
Sunday;  L.  C.  Anthony,  pastor. 

Antioch  (Rankin):  July  24-29; 
homecoming,  July  24;  Sunday  ser¬ 
vices,  Sunday  School,  10  a.m.,  worship 
service,  ll  a.m.,  Vic  Bowman,  guest 
speaker;  followed  with  dinner  on  the 
grounds;  7  p.m.,  Sunday;  services 
during  the  week,  10:45  a.m.  and  7:30 
p.m.;  Rickey  Kennedy,  Meadow 
Grove,  Brandon,  evangelist;  Tim 
Robertson,  music;  Larry  Duncan, 
pastor. 

Gore  Springs  (Grenada):  July 
24-29;  Everette  Martin,  pastor, 
evangelist;  Hollis  Ishee,  Grenada, 
music;  morning  services,  10:30;  7:30 
nightly. 

Macedonia,  Petal:  July  24-28;  Sun¬ 
day,  11  a.m.,  dinner  in  fellowship  hall 
following  morning  service;  7:30  night¬ 
ly;  John  Merck,  full  time  evangelist, 
Easley,  S.C.,  speaker;  Dallas 
Rayborn,  Hurricane  Creek,  music; 
Jerry  Doggett,  pastor. 

Spring  Hill  (Marshall) :  July  24-29; 
services.  Sun.,  11  a.m.  and  6  pm.,  with 
supper  to  follow;  Moa-Fri.,  7:30  night¬ 
ly;  Ron  Pledger,  Commerce,  Ga., 
evangelist;  Kevin  Pledger,  Com¬ 
merce,  Ga.,  music  and  ventriloquist, ; 
Mrs.  Ron  Pledger,  special  music. 

Homecoming 

Springfield,  Rt.  8.  Natchez: 
homecoming,  Sunday,  11  a.m.  July  31 ; 
J.  C.  Graves,  former  pastor,  guest 
speaker;  dinner  on  the  grounds 
following  morning  service;  Charles 
Heltman,  interim  pastor. 


The  word  of  God  doesn’t  need  defending 


Pollard 


“I  don't  usually  talk  about  things  in  and  God." 
our  denomination,”  he  said  "It  doesn’t  In  his  opinion,  people  who  give 
do  good  things  for  my  spirit.”  money  to  televangelists  or  para 

Concerning  biblical  authority  and  church  groups  instead  of  the  local 
pastoral  authority,  Pollard  said:  “I  church  are  “looking  for  a  cheap  and 
think  the  word  of  God  is  the  authori  easy  way  to  express  their  faith.  The 
ty,  and  the  preacher  speaks  with  church  is  the  hardest  way  to  serve  the 
authority  when  he  is  speaking  the  Lord,  because  ,  they  check  the  roll 
word  of  God.  He  does  not  speak  with  every  Sunday  and  keep  an  accounting 
authority  when  he  is  not  speaking  the  of  stewardship.  It's  God's  way  of  get- 
word  of  God  ting  his  work  done.” 

“I  believe  the  pulpit  in  our  tradition  was  the  preacher  for  the 

,s  in  the  middle  of  where  we  worship  at  the  annual  Bible  preaching/ 

not  an  ark,  because  Godcomes  alive  admjn,straUon  conference  sponsored 

lS  r*Cbe1  T?  by  the  church  admin, strationdepart- 
of  God  becomes  his  way  to  speak  to  >  f  the  Southern  Baptlst  Sunday 

us,  he  continued.  „  R  . 

Pollard  also  spoke  a  word  of  support 

for  the  local  church  as  “the  best  and  Jim  Lowry  writes  for  the  Sunday 
most  effective  way  to  serve  our  Lord  School  Board. 


By  Jim  Lowry  Pollard,  former  president  of  Golden  first  thing  he  asked  was,  ‘As  a  leader 

RIDGECREST,  N.C.  (BP)  —  Gate  Seminary  in  Mill  Valley,  Calif.,  of  the  moderate  faction  in  our 
Southern  Baptists  must  not  reduce  has  not  often  spoken  publicly  regard-  denomination,  how  do  you  feel  about 
their  faith  to  any  object,  even  God’s  ing  problems  in  the  denomination.  what  js  happening?’’*  Pollard 
Holy  word,  Frank  Pollard  warned  in  “I  believe  the  Bible  is  God’s  word,  reported. 

a  sermon  at  the  Baptist  conference  but  it  is  not  the  living  Word  of  God,”  “I  said,  .lodk.  friend,  I  detest  the 
center  here.  he  explained.  “Jesus  Christ  is  the  liv-  word  moderate,’  ”  he  continued.  “I  am 

“In  these  Pharisaical  days  when  ing  Word  of  God.  The  Bible  is  God’s  not  a  moderate.  I’m  as  conservative 
people  are  looking  for  liberals  more  spoken  word.  i  as  you  or  anyone  you  know.  But  I  will 

than  the  lost,  I  want  to  say  to  you  I  am  “We  simply  must  never  reduce  our  not  be  involved  in  your  politics, 
an  inerrantist,”  proclaimed  Pollard,  faith  to  a  book,  not  even  God’s  holy  “I  have  never  attended  a  meeting, 
pastor  of  First  Baptist  Church,  book,”  he  said.  “When  you  do  that,  you  and  I  would  never  take  the  time  God 
Jackson,  Miss.  begin  to  become  superstitious  about  has  given  me  or  spend  the  money  of 

Biblical  inerrancy  has  been  a  focus  the  Bible.  You  begin  to  try  to  defend  salary  or  gifts  to  the  kingdom  trying 
of  the  10-year  controversy  in  the  it.  The  word  of  God  doesn’t  need  to  enthrone  or  dethrone  anyone,” 
Southern  Baptist  Convention,  defending.  It  is  God’s  holy  word.  We’re  Pollard  said.  “I  do  not  believe  the 
Whether  theology  or  politics  is  the  supposed  to  proclaim  it,  not  defend  it.”  issue  in  our  denomination  is  inerran- 
basis  of  disagreement  also  has  been  Pollard  said  he  sat  down  with  a  cy.  I  think  it  is  integrity.  I  do  not 
debated  as  have  terms  used  to  leader  of  the  conservative  movement  believe  the  solution  is  politics.  I 
describe  the  two  sides.  in  the  convention  a  few  days  ago.  “The  believe  politics  is  the  problem. 


Concern  over  film 


(Continued  from  page  8)  stead,  he  read  a  statement  from 

dable  points,”  he  said.  “For  me,  the  Universal  Pictures  and  Ceneplex 
film  focuses  on  the  struggle  of  Jesus  Odeon  Films. 

to  do  the  will  of  God.  He  does  it,  but  The  statement  says  filmmaker 
it  is  painful  for  him.  Scorsese  “expects  to  deliver  the  finish 

“(The  biblical  book  of)  Hebrews  ed  film  ...  in  mid-August”  and  adds 
tells  us  Jesus  was  tempted  in  all  ways  the  movie  will  be  released  in  the  fall, 
like  we  are.  In  the  film,  Jesus  never  The  statement  also  says.  “In  the 
questioned  his  Sonship  and  is  aware  last  few  days,  some  fundamentalist 
from  the  beginning  he  is  unique.  In  leaders  have  attacked  the  film,  stating 
several  places  he  asks  why  he  can’t  clearly  that  their  goal  is  to  have  the 
have  a  normal  life,  marry  and  have  film  destroyed.  These  individuals 
children.  He  is  reluctantly  willing  to  declined  an  invitation  to  see  the  film 
bear  the  burden.  Nobody  could  be  and  consequently  what  they  are  say- 
very  excited  about  dying  on  a  cross.”  ing  is  inaccurate  and  exaggerated. 

Maddox  added  the  movie  contains  “The  filmmaker  deeply  believes 
nudity  and  fairly  explicit  sex  scenes  that  this  film  is  a  religious  affirma- 
partieularly  a  dream  sequence  in  lion  of  faith.” 
which  Jesus  is  tempted  to  come  down  The  statement  adds :  “In  America, 

_  off  the  cross,  save  himself,  marry  we  have  a  long  tradition  of  freedom 

ful  of  homemade  ice  cream.  of  the  Thlladega  National  Forest  and  Mary  Magdalene  and  have  children,  of  the  press,  speech  and  religion. 

During  supper  time,  the  lights  went  I  gazed  longingly  at  the  bright  blue  The  church-state  separation  Each  individual  has  a  right  to  express 

out.  An  hour  or  two  later,  as  we  waited  swimming  pool.  specialist  was  told  of  Wiidmon’s  claim  his  own  religious  beliefs  through 

by  candlelight,  repairmen  found  a  Ten  miles  back  down  the  hill,  Shin-  the  more  objectionable  parts  had  been  books,  film  and  art.  The  opponents  of 
broken  power  line  that  the  wind  had  bone  Country  Inn  (bed  and  breakfast)  deleted  from  the  rough  cut  shown  Ju-  this  film  are  calling  for  its  destruc- 
tangled  in  limbs  of  the  apple  and  looked  great  to  me  —  restaurant  on  ly  12.  “There  is  enough  in  this  for  tion.  This  is  censorship, 
pecan  trees.  As  those  men  high  on  a  the  porch,  patchwork  quilts  on  beds,  Christians  to  be  concerned,  but  not  “People  have  a  right  to  choose  for 
crane  lopped  off  enormous  limb6  from  private  decks  adjoining  some  rooms,  enough  to  picket  or  go  into  orbit,”  themselves  whether  or  not  to  see  this 
our  precious  trees.  Mama  and  I  cring-  But  I  knew  Mama  couldn’t  sleep  on  a  Maddox  said.  “But  if  it  was  skewed  or  movie  and  to  form  their  own  opinions 

roll-away  bed.  And  the  steep  stairs  material  was  deleted,  I  would  be  very  about  it.  Universal  Pictures  and 

would  be  hard  tio  negotiate.  mad  that  I  had  been  used  in  that  way.”  Ceneplex  Odeon  Films  stand  behind 

A  spokesman  for  Universal  Studios  the  principle  of  freedom  of  expression 

When  we  were  too  tired  eve  in  Hollywood  declined  to  answer  and  hope  that  the  American  public 

anymore,  we  stopped  at  an  ifi  questjons  about  the  movie,  will  give  the  film  and  the  filmmaker 

55-5?  « .wo  versions  exist. .»-  ,  fair  chance  • 


Vacation  diary 


95  years  never  traveled  more  than  50 
miles  from  his  birthplace  But  like  the 
writer,  Isabelle  Eberhardt,  I  can’t  im¬ 
agine  how  it  would  be  “not  to  feel  the 
torturing  need  to  know  and  see  for 
onself  what  is  there,  beyond  the 

mysterious  blue  wall  of  the  horizon, 

»*  < 

July  4:  When  se  stopped  at  a  mall 
in  Montgomery  Saturday  to  call  my 
niece,  Karen,  and  ask  dirctions  to  her 
new  house,  the  rain  came.  I  knew  it 
always  rains  on  first  day  of  my  vaca¬ 
tion.  Why  didn’t  I  take  it  sooner? 

Yesterday  at  County  Line  Church 

we  sang  “My  country  ’tis  of  thee,  land  ed  as  if  they  were  cutting  off  our  own 
of  the  noble  free,  thy  name  I  love”  lb-  limbs!  I  walked  away  from  the 
day  I  celebrated  America’s  birthday  workmen  to  the  front  steps  and  sat 
eating  tomato  sandwiches  and  down  in  the  dark  to  look  at  the  stars, 
watermelon  at  the  Georgia  Welcome  like  gems  against  black  velvet.  This 
Center  at  West  Point  beside  the  Chat-  is  where  Daddy  andi  used  to  sit  when 
tahoochee.  My  mother  lives  in  he  would  point  out  to  me  the  Big  Dip- 
Atabama  and  my  sister  lives  in  per  and  the  Milky  Way.  I  soaked  up 
Georgia,  so  we  compromised  and  met  solitude. 

for  a  picnic  at  the  state  line  July  7:  W.D.  and  I  got  up  at  5  a.m. 

July  «:  Yesterday  Mama  and  I  so  we  could  “help”  to  take  Holly  and 
visited  my  cousin,  Nell  Sherrer,  who  Heather  to  the  zoo  in  Atlanta.  About 
fell  down  some  steps  in  May  and  broke  8  o’clock  in  Hogansville  at  Betty  ’s  take  such  a  long  trip  to  find  variety, 
her  hip  and  wrist.  Her  plight  awaken-  house  in  the  woods,  we  saw  a  turtle  God  divided  the  day  from  the  night 
ed  in  me  a  gratitude  that  I  can  use  my  standing  by  the  cats’ bowl,  drinking  and  made  both  sunlight  and  starlight 
right  hand.  water  with  the  cats.  At  the  zoo,  And  what  a  variety  of  animals  and 

Today  we  had  another  family  picnic.  Heather  liked  seeing  the  flamingoes  birds  and  plants  he  made!  People  arc 
this  time  in  Mama’s  back  yard,  to  duck  their  heads  underwater,  as  she  as  different  as  snowflakes  from  each 
celebrate  Karen’s  birthday.  A  strong  did  while  taking  swimming  lessons,  other.  I  only  needed  time  to  sit  dowr 
wind  swung  the  limbs  of  the  huge  Holly  and  I  watched  the  polar  bear  and  think  about  the  kaleidoscope  he 
pecan  tree  WD  and  I  set  the  red  table  “take  a  bath.”  When  we  left  she  said,  provided  all  around  me. 


Book  review 
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names  in  the  news 


}  Daniel  Paul  Edney  took  top 
W  academic  honors  as  he  and  three 
Y  fellow  William  Carey  College 

graduates  received  medical  degrees 
<  i  L  in  spring  graduation  at  the  Universi- 

ki  ^  ty  of  Mississippi  School  of  Medicine. 

Edney,  a  former  Student  Government 
M  Association  president  at  Carey, 

„  received  the  M  D  degree  Man 

Elizabeth  Clawson,  daughter  of 
George  and  Margaret  Howard  Rogers  William  Clawson  of  the  Carey  facul- 
debrated  their  50th  wedding  anniversary  ty,  and  James  A.  Clement,  Jr.,  also 
i  July  10  at  Salem  Baptist  Church,  Col-  received  medical  doctor  degrees.  An- 
is.  Members  of  Salem  Church  all  of  their  drew  Jack  Martineau  received  the 
arried  lives,  they  have  been  active  in  all  Doctor  of  Dental  Medicine  degree. 


Oberammergau,  Germany 


For  individual  and  group 
travel  information,  contact. 


BRYAN  TOURS 


P.O.  Box  5221 
Jackson,  MS  39216-1221 
Phone:  (601)981-1345 
Toll-Free:  800  872-6522  (MS) 
600  647-5296  (USA) 


Evergreen  Church,  Winston  Association  recently  ordained  Clayton  Sinclair  as 
a  deacon.  Pictured,  left  to  right,  are  Roger  McCully,  chairman  of  deacons.  Sinclair, 
and  Leonard  D.  Howell,  pastor. 

Gaston  Smith,  chairman  of  the 
Department  of  Mathematics  and 
Physics  at  William  Carey  College,  is 
one  of  25  college  mathematics 
teachers  from  across  the  United 
States  given  grants  to  participate  in 
the  1988  Faculty  Advancement  in 
Mathematics  study  program,  on  the 
Virginia  Commonwealth  University 
campus  in  Richmond.  The  program  is 
sponsored  by  the  Consortium  for 
“Mathematics  and  Its  Applications. 

Inc.  Grants  are  funded  by  the  Na¬ 
tional  Science  Foundation. 


Come  to  the  BEACH 
For  great  Family  Fun 
on  the  GULF 
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flntT  iHBthe  associate  of  **rs.  J.  E.  Williams  "Miss  Jo"  was 

HF  divinity  degree  honored  May  4  for  the  centennial  pro- 

,46  program  Edward  9ram  °*  ,he  Kel,um  Day  Circle  of 

(i?jT  J  « sieve  Wegmann  Woman's  Missionary  Union  in  Hernando 

yjw  3^  jr  of  Tampa  Fla.,  Church,  Hernando  She  has  been  a 

representing  the  member  of  WMU  in  Hernando  Church 

master  of  religious  since  1917  She  was  presented  a  WMU 

pi  ^  education  degree  charm  by  Mrs  Charles  B  Williams  at  the 

.;  -.vf  Jg  program;  Vernon  close  of  the  meeting  There  were  12 

Burris  Aubrey  Thornton,  members  present  and  one  visitor, 

of  Gadsden,  Ala.,  representing  the  NASHVILLE  -  Annie  Sims,  wife  of 
master  of  church  music  degree  pro-  w.  Hines  Sims,  retired  director  of  the 
gram;  Michael  W.  Olewski,  of  church  music  department  at  the  Bap- 
Titusville,  Fla.,  representing  the  tist  Sunday  School  Board,  died  Friday, 
master  of  divinity  degree  program ;  July  8,  after  an  extended  illness.  She 
and  Thomas  Enos  Burris,  pictured,  of  was  80.  Bom  Feb.  20, 1908  in  Meridian, 
Magnolia,  Miss.,  recipient  of  the  Miss.,  she  was  the  daughter  of  the  late 
Broadman  Seminarian  Award,  Wiley  Bush  Brown  and  Mary  Alice 
representing  the  master  of  divinity  Brown.  She  was  a  1927  summa  cum 
degree  program  Burris  holds  the  BA  laude  graduate  of  Centenary  College 
degree  from  USM.  Students  were  of  Louisiana  in  Shreveport, 
chosen  on  the  basis  of  excellence  she  taught  in  Louisiana  public 
evidenced  to  an  uncommon  degree  in  schools  until  1945  and  in  Nashville 
personal  and  spiritual  qualities,  schools  until  1970.  She  was  head  of  the 
academic  achievements,  and  profes-  Latin  department  at  Montgomery 
sional  promise.  Bell  Academy  in  Nashville. 

Sand  Hill  Church.  Greene  Associa-  lowing  their  retirements  in  1970, 
lion,  has  ordained  its  new  pastor,  the  Simses  moved  to  Florida  where  he 
Gary  White,  who  is  attending  New  continued  music  work  with  local  chur- 
Orleans  Seminarv.  Paul  Crocker,  c"es  arK*  s"e  ass'sted  anc*  supported 
pastor  of  Avera  ' Church.  William  his  work.  They  returned  to  Nashville 
Pin urenn  rvf  UnltiocKurd  nnH  n»uirf  >»  1986. 


INCLUDES: 

V  •  3  NIGHTS  ACCOMMODATIONS 
\  •  $25  Food  Allowance 
j  J  •  Discount  coupon  for  area  attractions 

s  •  (or  any  3  nights:  Sept.  6-Jan.  31  $115; 

Feb.  1 -April  30,  1989  $145) 

Gulf-front,  heated  pool,  beach,  cable  color  TV, 
free  HBO,  spacious  rooms,  suites,  dining  room, 
entertainment,  game  room,  children’s  play  area. 
Year-round  golf,  fishing,  sightseeing.  26  miles 
of  white  sandy  beach.  2  blks.  to  Edgewater 
Shopping  Mall  (over  100  stores).  Group  rates, 
various  package  plans.  Children  under  18  free 
in  parents’  room. 
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The  WMU  Centennial  Quilt  was  made  and  quilted  by  Bap¬ 
tist  Women  and  other  women  ot  Bunker  Hill  Church.  It  will 
be  put  into  a  display  case  in  the  church.  During  a  churchwide 
celebration  on  May  22,  a  message,  ‘Women  of  the  Kingdom” 
was  brought  by  the  pastor,  Robert  Sanderson.  The  WMU 
Centennial  Hymn  was  sung  by  Diane  Wilks.  A  program  was 
presented  by  age  level  groups.  Many  wore  period  costumes. 
The  church's  oldest  former  WMU  president,  Mrs.  Georgia  Lou 
Shivers,  was  recognized.  Decorations  in  Fellowship  Hall  con¬ 
sisted  of  household  items  from  the  past.  Birthday  cake  with 
Centennial  logo  was  served  with  homemade  ice  cream.  Amy 
Sanderson  is  WMU  director;  Imogens  Robbins  was  Centen¬ 
nial  chairman. 


Women  of  Short  Creek  Church,  Ifezoo  County,  completed 
their  WMU  centennial  quilt  in  April  of  1988.  It  measures  91 
X  77. 

Lynn  Ray  Road  Church,  Petal,  will 
kick  off  the  building  fund  for  the  con- 
f  s  struction  of  its  new  building  with  a 
a  “Give  It  All  Sunday  and  Old  Fashion- 

ed  Day”  July  31.  Morning  services 
~  will  be  followed  with  dinner  on  the 
■jk  grounds.  Pastors  are  Emmett  Boone 

Wk  and  Bill  Partridge. 


Phalti  Church  displayed  their  centennial  quilt  at  the  Covington-Jeff  Davis  Associa¬ 
tions!  WMU  centennial  celebration  May  15.  The  quilt  will  be  presented  to  the  church 
and  hung  in  the  fellowship  hall.  Three  of  their  Baptist  Women  were  recognized  as 
80  years  of  age  or  older  at  the  celebration.  They  are  Lozelle  Parish,  Lucille  Parish, 
and  Lura  Lee  Parish.  All  three  were  present.  Baptist  Women  pictured  left  to  right  are 
Nancy  Parish.  WMU  director,  Edna  Gibson,  Nannie  Thompson,  Bobbie  Garner,  Jackie 
Polk,  Annette  Magee,  Lura  Lee  Parish,  and  Amanda  Hutto.  Those  members  not  pic¬ 
tured  are  Lozelle  Parish,  Lucille  Parish,  Lou  Ella  Easterling. 


“Living  Waters,"  the  BSU  ensemble  from  Northwest  Community  College.  Senatobia, 
concluded  its  year,  May  8,  with  a  concert  at  the  First  Church,  Abbeville.  Since 
September  1987,  Living  Waters  performed  37  concerts,  all  within  the  11  county  district 
of  Northwest  C.C.  In  the  past  four  years,  Living  Waters  has  performed  125  concerts, 
primarily  in  Baptist  churches.  The  concert  schedule  began  when  they  performed  at 
the  BSU  State  Convention,  in  September.  Ip  May  q<  this  year,  Living  Waters  perform¬ 
ed  at  the  Tate  County  Heritage  Museum's  open  house.  One  of  the  highlights  of  the 
year  came  in  late  March.when  Living  Waters  performed  at  the  National  Junior  Col- 
leoe  Athletic  Association’s  women’s  national  tournament.  Northwest  has  bean  the 


national  tournament  to  be  held  at  Northwest  as  the  tournament  will  move  to  Texas 
for  three  years  beginning  in  1989.  This  was  the  first  year  that  Living  Waters  has  per¬ 
formed  at  the  tournament.  They  were  used  to  provide  entertainment  between  ball 
games  played  on  Tuesday  of  the  tournament.  Members  of  Living  Waters  for  1987-88 
were;  (front,  from  left)  Kerry  Mitchell,  Hernando;  Karon  White,  Marks;  Lisa  West, 
Senatobia;  Gayle  Herron,  Coldwater.  (Back,  left  to  right).  Allen  Spencer,  Senatobia; 
Greg  Murphree,  Batesville;  Cary  Mettatal,  Sardis;  Scott  Brooks,  Pope;  and  Rob  Ray, 
Oxford. 

Letter  To  The  Editor 


(Continued  from  page  7) 

Dear  editor,  please  be  objective  in 
your  writing  and  please  be  careful  not 
to  make  off  the  cuff  remarks  such  as 
your  beginning  paragraph  of  June  23. 
Your  readers  who  are  not  abreast  of 
what  is  going  on  would  have  to  feel 
that  we  are  about  to  declare  dividends 
and  each  take  our  half  of  the  pie  and 
go  our  separate  ways.  The  division,  in 
our  thinking,  is  certainly  not  in  that 
proportion. 

Walter  H.  Frederick 
Pastor,  Calvary 
West  Point  * 

The  statement  was  not  that 
Southern  Baptists  are  split  down  the 
middle,  for  I  do  not  believe  that  they 
(or  we)  are.  R  very  carefully  pointed 
out  that  95  percent  of  Southern  Bap¬ 


tists  are  basically  the  same  in  beliefs 
and  that  both  Jerry  Vines  and 
Richard  Jackson  are  in  the  95  percent. 
It  said  that  the  people  who  attend 
Southern  Baptist  Conventions  are 
split  down  the  middle  on  leadership 
styles  (not  theology).  It  is  not  new.  It 
has  been  thus  for  several  years.  It  took 
only  conversations  with  those  whose 
candidate  did  not  win  to  understand 
that  they  are  discouraged,  disillusion¬ 
ed,  and  frightened.  On  the  other  hand,, 
there  was  a  noisy  celebration  when 
the  50.5  percent  winning  tally  was  an¬ 
nounced  for  the  winner.  That  would 
seem  to  be  division.  It  would  seem 
that  a  more  appropriate  reaction 
would  be  sadness  that  we  are  still 
divided.  *even  though  the  candidates 
were  so  much  alike  in  theology.  — 
Editor 


Flrat  Church,  Quitman,  held  a  Missions  Recognition  Ser¬ 
vice  on  May  18  with  66  boys  and  girls  and  24  leaders  being 
recognized  for  their  accomplishments.  Children  were 
presented  attendance  awards  as  well  as  recognition  for  hav¬ 
ing  completed  the  required  learning  activities. 

Director  Debbie  Reeves  introduced  leaders  Leisa  Dabbs. 
Teresa  Robinson,  Beth  Griffin,  Beverly  Seaton,  Rosemary 
Palmer,  and  Jo  Slay  who  had  worked  with  children  ages  three, 
four,  and  five. 

A  choral  reading  workshop  has  to  date  more  thai 
been  scheduled  for  July  29  and  30  at  goal  has  been  ri 
Roseberry  Piano  House  in  Hat¬ 
tiesburg.  Music  from  five  companies  f'irst  Church, 
will  be  reviewed,  according  to  Marcia  tion  Bible  School 
Roseberry,  of  the  sponsoring  com-  enrollment  was 
pany.  The  clinicians  will  include  Jim  anc*  adults),  witl 
Hayes,  minister  of  music  at  First  faith,  and  an  off 
Church,  Hattiesburg,  and  Robert  Dolores  W  alker 
Goodman,  minister  of  music  at  Tern-  Walker  is  paste 
pie  Church,  Hattiesburg.  A  fee  will  be 
charged.  ~  An  all-night  *1 


Girls  in  Action,  composed  of  girls  in  grades  one  through 
six.  were  under  the  supervision  of  Vallery  Temple  and  leaders 
C.  J.  Patton,  Janice  Redmond.  Benita  Thigpen,  Ruby  Bon¬ 
ner,  Carolyn  Henningotn,  Eva  Martin,  Patsy  Brock.  Joye  Corn- 
best,  Dianne  Sellers,  and  Vertynn  Robinson. 

John  Gary  Riley  as  Royal  Ambassador  Director  was  assisted 
by  Libby  Riley,  John  Harrison,  Keith  Palmer,  Gilford  Dabbls. 
and  Robert  Pepper. 


to  date  more  than  160,000  of  the  194,000 
goal  has  been  raised. 

First  Church,  Lucedale,  had  Vaca¬ 
tion  Bible  School,  June  20-24.  The  total 
enrollment  was  403,  (children,  youth, 
and  adults),  with  seven  professions  of 
faith,  and  an  offering  of  $320.13.  Mrs. 
Dolores  Walker  was  director.  John  L. 
Walker  is  pastor. 


Salem  Church  of  Collins  has 
published  a  cookbook  titled  Dinner  on 
the  Grounds,  according  to  Gwen  Hitt, 
the  cookbook  chairman  for  the 
church.  Mrs.  Hitt  said  that  there  are 
263  recipes  from  135  cooks  in  the  book 
The  book  was  published  as  a  publici¬ 
ty  piece  “to  encourage  participation 
in  the  church's  sanctuary  renovation 
fund  drive,”  she  said.  She  noted  that 


An  all-night  “lock-in”  scheduled  to 
follow  the  annual  Mississippi  Baptist 
Youth  Night  Aug.  5  will  be  held  at  a 
Flowood  skating  rink  and  fast  food 
restaurant.  Ron  Martin,  owner  of  the 
Lakeland  Skating  Center  and  Dairy 
Queen,  said  the  activities  would  begin 
at  10  p.m.  and  continue  until  7  a.m. 
Aug.  6.  The  doors  will  be  locked  at 
midnight,  Martin  said.  A  Mississippi 
group,  Immanuel  will  entertain,  Mar¬ 
tin  noted.  There  will  he  a  fee. 


Holmesville  will 
combine  centennial 
with  revival 

,  Holmesville  Church,  McComb,  age 
100,  will  combine  its  centennial 
celebration  with  a  July  24-27  revival 
meeting 

Visiting  preacher  will  be  James  A. 
Bryant,  a  former  pastor  of 
Holmesville,  now  from  Black  Moun¬ 
tain,  N.C.  Kenny  Peavy,  pastor  of  Ed¬ 
na  Church,  Columbia,  will  lead  the 
singing  Dinner  will  be  served  on  the 
grounds  July  24. 

The  church  has  published  a 
brochure  which  contains  its  history 
This  will  be  available  during  the  ser¬ 
vices,  according  to  D.  L.  Callender, 
pastor 


Repentance:  Alternative  to  judgment 


By  Steve  Odom 
Hosea  14:1-9 

Repentance  and  regret.  Here  are  two  words 
which  are  too  often  confused  and  used  as  if  they 
mean  the  same  thing.  Children  are  prone  to  do 
something  that  violates 
their  parents’  wishes  and 
then,  after  getting  caught, 
they  say,  “I’m  sorry,”  and 
promptly  repeat  the  same 
act.  Of  course,  we  adults  are 
much  more  mature,  aren’t 
we?  We  are  prone  to  express 
regret  over  an  act  that  rup¬ 
tured  a  relationship,  and 
Odom  then  begin  to  make  plans  on 
how  to  avoid  getting  caught  next  time! 

Regret  is  only  one  step  in  the  direction  of 
repentance.  Regret  without  repentance  is  the 
beginning  of  a  vicious  cycle  of  sin  that  will 
repeat  itself  until,  like  an  amusement  park  ride 
off  its  axle,  we  tumble  to  destruction.  Regret 
is  weak  medicine  when  it  comes  to  the  disease 
of  sin.  One  dose  of  regret  will  ease  the  pain  of 
sin,  but  only  for  a  moment.  And  if  we  are  not 
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careful,  we  will  become  addicted  to  regret, 
seeking,  froVn  one  sin  to  another,  a  “quick  fix” 
to  ease  the  pain  while  the  disease  keeps 
spreading. 

We  have  ruptured  our  relationship  to  God 
through  our  choice  of  sin,  and  there  is  only  one 
remedy  that  can  adequately  address  the 
separation  caused  by  our  choice.  Hosea  has 
pointed  us  to  the  remedy  in  the  last  chapter  of 
his  prophetic  pronouncement  to  a  wayward  na¬ 
tion.  Remember  the  old  song  “School  Days?” 
Doesn’t  it  have  something  in  it  about  “readin’, 
’ritin’,  and  ’rithmetic?”  Though  all  three  of 
these  components  of  education  do  not  actually 
begin  with  the  letter  “r,”  they  have  come  to  be 
known  as  the  “three  r’s  of  basic  education.”  The 
nine  verses  in  Chapter  14  of  Hosea  contain  what 
might  be  called  “The  Three  R’s  of  Restoration.” 
There  is  a  way  to  restore  the  most  important 
relationship  we  will  ever  have  in  our  lives,  our 
relationship  with  God. 

There  is  only  one  way  to  break  the  habit  of 
sin  which  separates  us  from  God.  It  is  the  way 


of  repentance,  the  first  “R”  of  restoration. 
Chapter  14  of  Hosea  allows  us  to  eavesdrop  on 
what  a  conversation  between  a  wayward  peo¬ 
ple  and  a  wooing  God  might  include  Verses  2-3 
contain  a  request,  a  pledge,  and  a  confession. 
This  is  not  a  prescribed  formula  for  repentance 
There  is  no  such  thing.  We  have  models 
throughout  the  Bible  for  what  repentance  might 
include  for  an  individual  or  a  nation.  One  per¬ 
son’s  expression  of  repentance  may  not  be  ex¬ 
actly  like  another’s,  for  our  experiences  of  sin 
and  our  awareness  of  God  are  as  varied  as  our 
individual  personalities. 

According  to  .Hosea,  repentance  for  Israel 
would  begin  in  a  request  that  God  “take  away 
all  iniquity,  and  receive  us  graciously”  (verse 
2).  Then  they  would  pledge  their  devotion  to 
God  by  vowing  never  again  to  trust  in  anyone 
or  anything  else.  Finally,  the  nation  would  con¬ 
fess  that  they  had  orphaned  themselves  and 
their  restoration  to  the  family  of  God  would 
come  only  in  God’s  mercy  (verse  3). 

The  second  “R”  of  restoration  is  reconcilia¬ 
tion  (verses  4-7).  when  someone  turns  from  his 
or  her  sin  through  repentance.  God  responds  by 


closing  the  gap,  by  restoring  a  relationship  that 
he  did  not  break.  We  are  the  ones  who  choose 
to  create  distance  between  God  and  us  through 
choosing  sin.  God  can  then  heal  the  break,  but 
only  if  we  allow  him  to  reconcile  us.  We  can  be 
assured  that  whenever  we  choose  to  turn  from 
our  sin  to  God,  he  will  refresh  us  (verse  5), 
strengthen  us  (verse  6),  and  protect  us  (verse 
7). 

The  third  “R”  of  restoration  is  renewal.  Verse 
8  tells  us  that  the  nature  of  God  is  one  of 
re^wal.  This  verse  sounds  like  the  renewal 
vows  of  a  married  couple  who  have  experienc¬ 
ed  the  ups  and  down  of  many  years  of  a  mar¬ 
riage  relationship.  Except  here  in  Hosea,  God 
has  been  utterly  faithful  to  the  relationship,  and 
Israel  has  been  the  wayward  partner.  Given  the 
one-sided  quality  of  the  relationship,  God  stiH 
stands  ready  to  renew  the  bond  of  love 
whenever  we  decide  to  turn  from  our  sin  to  him. 

Repentance  is  the  way  of  the  wise  that  leads 
to  reconciliation  and  renewal.  It  is  the  way  of 
the  Lord  and  the  only  alternative  to  judgment. 

Steve  Odom  is  pastor.  University  Church 
Hattiesburg. 


Moses  follows  advice  to  share  load  with  others 


By  Robert  Earl  Shirley 
Exodus  18 

On  the  occasion  of  Moses’  meeting  with  his 
father-in-law  at  Horeb,  he  told  him  of  all  that 
had  happened  during  the  departure  of  his  peo- 
l  pie  from  Egypt  and  how  God 
had  guided  them  and 
delivered  them  from  their 
troubles  and  hardships  since 
they  had  been  in  the 
wilderness  Jethro  rejoiced 
at  God’s  protection  and 
blessed  the  Lord  for  his 
|  guidance.  He  wisely  noted 
that  Jehovah  is  “greater 
Shirley  than  all  gods”  and  offered  a 
sacrifice  to  the  God  of  Israel. 

Moses  seems  to  have  shared  the  feeling  of 
many  modern  leaders  that  he  and  he  alone 
could  be  depended  on  and  was  capable  of  do¬ 
ing  the  work  that  needed  to  be  done  When  the 
wise  Jethro  observed  that  his  son-in-law  work¬ 
ed  without  rest  from  morning  until  evening  ac¬ 
ting  as  judge  for  his  followers,  he  asked  him 
why  this  was  so.  Moses  replied  that  it  was 
because  the  people  came  to  him  with  their  pro¬ 
blem  seeking  answers  and  guidance. 
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One  can  easily  imagine  that  people  so  recent¬ 
ly  liberated  from  bondage  would  have  untold 
difficulties  adjusting  to  life  in  the  wilderness. 
The  nomadic  routines  would  throw  families 
together  in  an  unfamiliar  closeness  and  social 
relationships  were  certainly  to  be  strained  to 
the  near  breaking  point.  Instead  of  stressing  the 
rights  of  the  individual  family,  they  would  now 
have  to  give  consideration  to  the  group  as  a 
whole. 

Moses’  attitude  and  actions  in  shouldering  all 
the  responsibility  was  commendable  and  heroic 
but  also  foolish.  He  was  a  mere  man  like  all 
other  men  so  had  his  own  weaknesses  and 
limitations.  He  was  guilty  on  one  occasion  of 
losing  his  temper  and  striking  rather  than 
speaking  to  a  rock  as  God  had  commanded  to 
get  water  for  his  complaining  followers. 
Likewise,  he  was  to  grow  weary,  give  in  to 
fatigqe,  and  lower  his  staff  contrary  to  God’s 
instructions  in  the  battle  against  the 
Amalekites  (Exodus  17). 

Jethro  warned  that  one  could  not  hold  up  for 


a  long  period  of  time  under  such  sustained 
pressure,  and  if  his  son-in-law’s  health  failed 
him,  Moses  would  then  be  of  no  value  to  anyone 
at  all.  He  also  explained  that  when  only  one  per¬ 
son  did  all  the  work,  the  people  were  needless¬ 
ly  forced  to  stand  waiting  in  line  for  long  periods 
of  time.  He  further  advised  Moses  to  continue 
to  do  as  he  had  been  doing  in  the  most  impor¬ 
tant  decisions  but  that  he  appoint  others  who 
would  decide  in  the  more  trivial  matters.  Thus, 
a  greater  amount  of  work  could  be  done  with 
equal  effectiveness  in  a  shorter  time  than  in  the 
past. 

Not  just  anyone  was  to  be  chosen,  only  those 
who  were  qualified  to  serve  ih  the  positions 
where  they  were  needed.  Because  it  was 
generally  understood  that  one  who  served  as  a 
judge  in  settling  disputes  in  that  day  would  seek 
the  guidance  of  the  Lord,  they  were  to  be  “able 
men”  or  those  with  great  moral  strength.  They 
were  to  be  God-fearing  and  religiously  commit¬ 
ted.  As  men  of  truth,  they  would  be  dependable 
and  as  those  who  hated  unjust  gain,  they  would 
be  incapable  of  being  bribed.  True  to  the  sage 
counsel  that  he  had  been  given,  Moses  chose 
( Deuteronomy  1)  subordinates  who  were  wise, 
understanding,  experienced,  and  respected. 


These  could  decide  in  the  civil  cases  where  the 
law  was  specific  leaving  him  to  make  a  judg¬ 
ment  in  the  weightier  matters  where  no  prece¬ 
dent  had  been  established. 

One  of  the  greatest  problems  facing  the 
organized  church  today  is  that  of  so-called 
“ministerial  burnout.”  These  are  pastors  who 
are  physically  exhausted  and  mentally  and 
spiritually  drained  because  they  have  felt  that 
they  and  they  alone  have  the  total  responsibility 
for  the  congregation  they  serve.  Too,  many  can¬ 
not,  or  will  not,  share  that  responsibility  with 
the  laity  of  their  church.  This  is  fair  neither  to 
the  minister  nor  the  people.  Certainly  it  is  not 
to  his  family.  His  load  needs  to  be  lessened,  and 
each  member  of  the  congregation  needs  both 
the  experience  and  the  joy  of  serving  where 
such  an  opportunity  is  afforded  them. 

We  should  not  overlook  the  final  words  of 
Jethro  spoken  to  Moses,  “If  you  will  do  this  and 
God  so  command  you.”  The  wise  counsel  had 
been  given  only  as  a  suggestion.  It  was  just  as 
true  then  as  it  is  now,  that  one  is  never  to  act 
at  any  time  unless  he  can  be  certain  that  he  is 
in  the  will  of  God. 

Robert  Earl  Shirley  is  pastor  emeritus. 
Parkway,  Tupelo. 


Jesus  teaches  about  the  importance  of  priorities 


By  Frank  H.  Thomas  Jr. 

Matthew  19:18-20:34 

Jesus  was  constantly  reminding  his  disciples 
about  their  proper  priorities.  We  find  his 
teaching  on  priorities  in  Matthew  19  and  20.  The 
first  of  these  passages  is  en¬ 
titled  “The  Rich  Young 
Man;”  interestingly  enough, 
the  original  text  says 
nothing  about  this  one  being 
young.  The  reference  of  his 
that  he  had  followed  the 
commandments  from  his 
youth  up  gives  us  the  hint 
that  perhaps  he  was  indeed 
Thomas  a  young  man.  As  such,  he 
perhaps  was  doing  as  many  of  us  have  done  and 
are  doing ;  that  is,  trying  to  order  properly  life's 
priorities. 

As  he  approached  Jesus,  he  betrayed  a  lack 
of  understanding  of  eternal  life.  He  wondered 
what  he  needed  to  do  in  order  to  have  eternal 
life. 

Jesus  began  with  this  young  man  at  the  point 
of  his  understanding,  as  he  does  for  most  of  us. 
This  beginning  point  was  the  keeping  of  the 
commandments,  ^s  Jesus  listed  all  of  the  com¬ 
mandments,  the  young  man  agreed  that  he  had 
ikept  all  of  these  Nevertheless,  having  kept  all 
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of  the  commandments,  he  still  found  something 
lacking  in  his  life  The  true  meaning  of  the 
young  man’s  use  of  the  term  Master  comes  out 
in  an  ironic  way  here  He  had  referred  to  Jesus 
as  Master  or  Teacher,  but  in  reality  something 
else  was  master  of  his  life  These  were  his 
possessions  which  claimed  the  bulk  of  his  at¬ 
tention.  Jesus  said  that  if  the  young  man  would 
change  masters  from  his  possessions  to  Jesus 
and  truly  follow  Jesus,  then  he  would  have 
treasure  in  heaven.  The  irony  continues  that  on¬ 
ly  as  he  gave  away  what  he  treasured,  then 
would  he  have  the  true  spiritual  treasure  which 
was  in  heaven.  This  example  ends  on  a  tragic 
note  as  the  young  man  walks  away  from  Jesus 
sorrowful  because  of  his  great  possessions. 

Jesus  continued  talking  to  his  disciples,  us¬ 
ing  hyperbole  to  make  the  point  that  those  who 
had  riches  frequently  made  riches  their  priori¬ 
ty,  rather  than  the  kingdom  of  God.  Those  who 
so  ordered  their  priorities  would  find  it  impossi¬ 
ble  to  enter  the  kingdom  or  to  be  saved.  In 
amazement  the  disciples  asked  Jesus  the  ques¬ 
tion,  “Who  then  is  able  to  be  saved?”  In 
response  to  their  question,  Jesus  admitted  that 
mankind  was  unable  to  save  himself  but  that 


God  was  able  to  save  all  who  turned  to  him. 

Peter  chimed  in  to  say  that  the  disciples  had 
left  all  things  and  followed  Jesus.  Jesus  replied 
to  him  that  everyone  who  has  left  houses  or 
brothers  or  sisters  or  father  or  mother  or 
children  or  fields  for  his  name’s  sake  would 
receive  a  hundred  times  more  and  would  inherit 
nothing  physical  but  eternal  life  Then  he  finish¬ 
ed  with  the  tantalizing  statement  that  many 
who  were  first  would  be  last  and  the  last  would 
be  first. 

This  is  the  controlling  thought  in  the  next 
chapter  and  the  parable  of  the  workers  in  the 
vineyard.  At  first  glance,  this  parable  may 
seem  to  be  terribly  unfair  to  the  faithful 
workers  who  started  early  in  the  morning  and 
worked  all  day  long.  Tlie  master  of  the  vineyard 
also  hired  workers  in  the  middle  of  the  day,  in 
the  afternoon,  and  in  the  late  afternoon.  When 
the  time  for  payment  of  wages  came,  the 
householder  instructed  his  steward  to  pay  all 
of  them  the  same  wage. 

This  point  illustrated  once  again  Jesus’s 
teaching  that  those  who  thought  that  they 
should  be  first  would  be  last,  and  those  who 
were  last  would  be  first.  In  God’s  economy  as 
expressed  by  Jesus,  everything  was  reversed. 
Of  course,  this  refers  to  salvation  and  to  one’s 
spiritual  standing  in  the  kingdom  of  God,  But 


this  does  impact  priorities,  and  we  must 
remember  that  the  last  will  be  first  and  the  first 
will  be  last. 

In  the  context  of  these  teachings  on  priorities, 
Jesus  foretold  a  third  time  his  death  and  resur¬ 
rection.  Flying  in  the  face  of  this  teaching  was 
the  request  from  the  mother  of  James  and  John 
for  her  two  sons  to  have  the  places  of  honor  in 
the  kingdom.  Once  again,  here  was  an  exam¬ 
ple  of  misplaced  spiritual  priorities. 

Jesus  taught  that  the  rulers  of  the  Gentiles 
lorded  over  them  and  their  great  ones  exercis¬ 
ed  authority  over  them.  In  the  Lord’s  kingdom 
this  would  not  be  so.  Then  he  repeated  the 
teaching  that  the  first  would  be  last  and  the  last 
would  be  first.  The  Son  of  Man  came  not  to  be 
served  but  to  serve  and  to  give  himself  a  ran¬ 
som  for  many. 

The  chapter  closes  with  Jesus  healing  the 
blind  men  and  this  then  serves  as  a  symbol  of 
those  who  understand  the  true  priorities  as 
those-who  have  the  true  sight  which  comes  on¬ 
ly  from  the  Lord.  Jesus  asked  the  blind  men, 
“What  do  you  wish  that  I  should  do  for  you?” 

They  said  to  him,  “Lord,  that  our  eyes  may 
be  opened.”  Let  us  be  sure  that  the  Lord’s 
priorities  are  our  own. 

Frank  H.  Thomas  is  pastor,  Alta  Woods. 
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Mn.  Ruth  B  Purser 
Mn.  Shaw 

Mr.  A  Mn.  Tbmmy  Waits 
Mn.  Claud  Shaw 
Mn.  Herbert  Duncan 
Mn.  E  Brewer  Shaw  A 
Family 

Mrs  Flora  Shaw 
Mn.  Viola  Shaw 
Young  Married  Sunday 

School,  Bethany.  SI.  Spgs. 
Frank  Shawbioeky 
Rev.  A  Mn.  Michael  T. 

Atkins 

Mr.  Joe  Shepard 
London  A  Helen  Brown 
Mn.  Doris  D.  Burtchett 
Jack  A  Lynn  Hardage 
Truitt  A  Charnel  la  Phillips 
Mr.  Roy  Shephard 
Mr  A  Mn.  Ibm  Rice 
Mr  A  Mn  Minor  S.  Gray 
Mr.  Johnnie  Sheppard 
Mn  W  H  Clinton 
Mr  A  Mrs  Bill  C.  Wilson 
Mrs.  Curtis  Shows 
Carryll  A  Juanita  James 
Mrs  Kenneth  Shute 
Mr.  A  Mrs  Reuben 
Netherland 
Mn.  Maxine  Shute 
Bro.  A  Mn.  James  C.  Carr 
Mn.  Jeanette  Slay  - 
Bro.  A  Mn.  Herbert  Deaton 
William  Leon  Smith 
Mr  A  Mrs  Jack  K  Wood 
Mr.  Clyde  A.  Snelling 
Bethany  Sunday  School 
Class,  Fint  Baptist 
Church,  Greenwood 
Ruby  A  Harry  Hall 
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Clayton  Payne 
Mn.  Bertha  Payne 

Mn.  Amet  C.  Peterson  _ 

Mr  A  Mn  Alton  E  Windsor 
Mike  Phillips 
Hilbert  A  Fay  Shiers 
Mn.  Claude  Pierce 
Mr  A  Mrs  Pate  E  Brown  Jr. 
Mn.  MaUie  (E.  R.)  Pinson 
Walter  A  Pat  Jordan 
Spring  Hill  Baptist  Church, 
Hazlehunt 

Mr  A  Mrs  A.  E  Wilson 
Mn.  Eleanor  Pittman 
Mr  A  Mrs  Jack  K  Wood 
Mn.  Ruth  Pittman 
Bethany  Sunday  School 
Class,  Fint  Baptist 
Church,  Greenwood 
Paul  Porter 

Sunday  School  Class,  Cliff 
Temple,  Natchez 
Mn.  Freda  Powell 
Bob  Bridges 
Mn.  Elsie  Presley 
Wayne  A  Glenda  Box 
Edwin  A  Marguerite  Evans 
Ms  Nettie  Wixon 
Mr.  Roger  W.  Pryor 
Mr  A  Mrs  Robert  A  Smith 
Mn.  Dorothy  M.  Clemandot 
Bill  A  Sarah  Young 
Mrs  Stephen  H.  Bryant 
Ted  Purnell 
Jeanie  Breland 
Henry  D.  Purvis 
Martha  A  Mark  Freidnck 
John  Atchley  A  David  Thney 
Craig  Moree  A  Robbie  Kight 
Bill  Stanley  A  Herman  Self 
Eddie  Wells 
Trisha  Willis  A  Doug 
Cockrell 

Mn.  Mildred  Putnam 
Mrs  Robert  W  McDonald 
Mr.  G.  L.  "Tuck"  Ramage 
Mr  A  Mrs  Daniel  Lee 
Mr.  Buster  Ramsey 
Mn  T  A.  Drake  Sr 
Ann  Judson  Circle 
Mr  A  Mn  R  G.  Crane 
Mn.  Mary  Frances  Reeves 
T.  J.  A  Roma  Helms 
Mona.  Julia  A  Family 
Young  Married  Sunday 
School  Clan,  Bethany 
Mn.  Dahlia  Reeves 
Mr  William  P  Evans 
Ralph  Reeves 

Mn.  Maude  Elsie  Robinsoo 
Mr.  W.  L.  Rigby 
Mr  A  Mn  A.  W  Lang  Jr. 
Mr  William  P.  Evan 
Mrs.  Elizabeth  Riley 
Mn  Riley*  Sunday  School 
Claoa,  Pleasant  Home 
Julius  Roberson 
Ms.  Lori  Wrenn 
Mn.  Mary  Roberts 
Walter  A  Patricia  Jordan 
Denton  W.  Robertson 
Mrs  Mary  Anna  Pope 
Mr.  Rodgers  > 

Mr.  A  Mrs  R.  H  Millis 
Mr.  Delma  Rogers 
Phyllis  A  Carlos  Knight 
Mn.  Loyette  Pickering 
Joyce  A  Dan  Pickering 
Mrs.  Mary  Regers 
Mn.  Dorothy  T.  Lange 
James  I.  Ross 
Mr  A  Mn  J.C.  Graves  Jr. 
J.  C.  A  Mary  Ann  Graves 
Mr  Ira  L.  RousaviUe 
Mr  A  Mn  Hiram  Davis.  Jr 
Mn  Mary  Jane  Green 
Mr.  Theme  Rushing 
Friends  at  Forest  Baptist 
Church 
Paal  Salley 

Louise  A  Fletcher  Powers 


Gifts  of  Honor  and  Memory 

A  portion  of  the  Village  View  is  allocated  each  month  to  a  list  of  Gifts  of 
Honor  and  Memory.  Many  groups  and  individuals  elect  to  pay  tribute  to  others 
through  this  sensitive,  meaningful  and  helpful  medium.  This  feature  is  hope¬ 
fully  designed  to  further  honor,  with  taste  and  respect,  those  who  are  and  have 
been  special  to  our  special  friends. 

April  13,  1988  - 
May  10,  1988 
MEMORIALS 

Duvert  Harrison 

Carolyn  A  Jimmie  Scott 
Bernice  Hawkins 
Trinity  Baptist  Church, 

Rosedale 

Bernice  A  Ralph  Alexande  Haw 
Mrs.  Sara  Strahan 
Mn.  Olga  Hughes 
Ms  Verna  Lea  Reber 
Celeste  HazleU 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Donald  M.  Rawls 
James  W.  Hemphill 
Mrs.  Roma  Cm 
Mike  Hemphill 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Tbmmy  Ramsey 
Mr.  Aster  J.  Hendry 
Grady  A  Inez  Koen 
Henry  Herard 
Murry  A  Polly  Mitchell 
Mr.  Walter  Hester.  Sr. 

Gene  A  Edress  May 
Judge  Gaston  Hewes 
Mr  A  Mrs.  A.  W  Lang  Jr. 

Connie  Hicks 
Kelly  A  Agnes  Pyron 
Mn.  Doris  Hill 
Mr.  A  Mn.  Tbrry  Champion 
A  Wendy 

Mn.  Odell  Hill  - - 

Mr  A  Mrs  H.  W  HoUeman 
Mn.  Winnie  Hill 
Mrs.  H.  L.  Thompson 
Mn.  Mary  Sue  Hipes 
Bob  Bridges 
Rev.  Rowe  C.  Holcomb 
Spring  Hill  Baptist  Church. 

Hazlehunt  _  . 

David  Stephen  Holland 
Mr  A  Mrs.  Robert  N. 

Aldridge  Jr. 

Mr.  A  Mn.  David  Furr 
Howard  A  Inez  Treadway 
Mr  A  Mn.  Ernest  A.  Currey 


Mr.  Albert  Massey 
Ann  Johnson 
Michael  Thylor 
Mr.  Michael  Thylor 
Mn.  James  M.  May  Sr. 

John  A  Billie  Whitfield 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Marvin  Alford 
Mr.  A  Mn.  Raymond  Felten 
Mr.  A  Mrs  Sonny  Hubbard 
Mn.  Gene  Morrison 
Mr.  A  Mn.  W.  C  Harris 
Mr.  A  Mn.  Dick  Liddell 
Mn.  Robert  E.  Weathers  by 
Mn.  Jesse  P.  Mayo 
Mn.  Marcia  B.  Jackson 
Mn.  Edith  Aldridge  i 
Bro.  A  Mn.  James  C.  Carr 
Mn.  Julia  R.  White 
Helen  A  Mike  Lammons 
Lillian  Maysoa 
Mn.  Corrine  Chesteen 
Mr.  Lenord  McCrary 
Mr  A  Mrs  R.  H  Millis 
Lewis  McCullough 
Floyd  A  Jewel  Malone 
William  J.  Me  Dade 
Mn.  Eugenia  M.  Then-ell 
T.  W.  McDonald 
Mr  A  Mn.  C.  D  Pollan 
Mr.  W.  W.  McGee 
Mr.  A  Mn.  Hiram  E.  Davis 


Mr.  O.  C  Ingram 

Mr.  A  Mn.  J.  W.  Adams 
Mrs.  Arthur  H.  Caldwell 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Frank  H.  Jones 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  G.  F.  Koen 
Mr.  A  Mn.  Henry  N.  Stevens 
Mr.  William  Jackson 
Harry  Neal  A  Weezie  Corder 
A  Family 

Mr.  Wilton  Jackson 
Mr  A  Mn.  J.  M  Guess 
Thomas  Lamar  Jackson 
Mr.  Donald  A.  Thompson 
Mn.  Hcrmie  Jernlgan 
Mr.  A  Mn.  Jeffry  M.  Cox 
Edgar  Johnson 
The  Joe  Bunch  Family 
Mr.  Wallace  Johnson 
Mn.  D.  L.  Doty 
Mn.  Reval  Jolly 
The  Clinton  Junkin  Family 
Ed  A  Lynnda  Williams 
L.  A.  Jones 
Mn.  Ruby  Wachter 
Mn.  Mamie  C.  Jones 
Roy.  Joy  A  Melodi  Cliburn 
Mr.  A  Mrs  Everett  Wilson 
Virginia  Wilson.  Harold  A 
Julia 

Mr.  A  Mrs  A.  E  Wilson 
Mn.  Zell  Keating 
Euzelian  Sunday  School 
Class,  First  Baptist 
Church.  India  nola 
Lucy  A  Bob  Allen 
Esma  Keith 

Mr.  A  Mn.  E.  H  Ashburn  Sr. 
Mr.  W.  I.  Kelley 
Dr.  A  Mn.  James  H  Brewer 
Mr.  William  Kessler 
Ms  Mary  F  Wyatt 
Mn.  Ida  Lee  Key 
Mr.  A  Mn.  Malcolm  G  Might 
Jack  King 

Mn.  Lavonne  S.  Rouse 
Mr.  A.  R.  Kaon 
Mr.  A  Mn.  Roy  Harrell 

Mother  of  Mn.  Gerald 
Landrum 

Mr.  A  Mrs  R  L  Gully 
Mr.  Franklin  Landrum 
Mr.  A  Mn.  Euree  Grantham 
A  Family 
Robbie  Lane 
John  A  Linda  Mabry 
Virginia  -Cissy"  Lansford 
Mr  A  Mn.  Clinton  Junkin 
Old  Zion  Homemakers  Club. 
Coumbus 
Johnny  Lawrence 
Ed  A  Lynnda  Williams 
L.  D.  Lee 

Jack  A  Faye  Martin 
Mn.  Virginia  Leaden 
Mr  A  Mrs  A  W  Lang  Jr 
Josephine  lewis 
Officers  A  Staff.  Bank  of 
Hollandale 
Mr.  Dewey  Lewis 
Mr.  A  Mrs  B.  G.  Crane 
Ravmood  M.  Logan 
Mr  A  Mrs  Jack  K  Wood 
Carl  Long 

Gladys  Frederick  A  Cliff 


Miss  Ashley  Veniga 
Arlington  Heights  Baptist 
Church,  Pascagoula 
Mr.  Shannon  Viaer 
Mr.  A  Mn.  Lawrence 
Kenneth  A  Scott 
Mr.  George  Kennoo  Wade 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Carl  M.  Kelly 
Dr.  Willard  L.  Waldron 
Mr  A  Mn.  C.  Kipp  Ferns 
Chris  Hayes 
Mr.  A  Mrs  Tbny  Picket 
Electric  Supply  Inc. 

Mr  Bob  Gubar 
Ms  Jeanne  E.  Winten 
Mn.  Ida  Waldron 
Group  1.  FBC,  Tunica 
Mn.  Floy  WaU 
Mn  Clemon  O.  Wall 
Andrew  J.  iZekei  Walley 
Dr.  A  Mn.  Cyrus  C.  Johnson 
Mn  Jean  Morgan  Bush 
Officen  A  Directors, 
Trustmark 

Mn.  Frank  H  Coleman 
Leon  A  Susan  Ckrfc 
Mr  A  Mn  J  E  Johnston 
Mr.  Hugh  Mack  Walley 
Frank  A  Ann  Jones 
Zekr  i Peter  John)  Walley 
Mr  A  Mrs  Robert  Y 
Murphey 


Mr.  A  Mn.  Paul  J.  Jaggan 
Jim  Spiers 

Mr  A  Mn.  Bobb  Maxwell, 
Cheryl  A  Bobbie  Gay 


J.  C.  McKee  A  Walter  Barlow 
Mr  Randolph  McKee 
Valgeae  McKee 
Adult  4  Ladies  Sunday  School 
Clast,  Fint  Baptist 
Church,  Columbia 
Mn.  Bessie  Me  Key 
Mr.  A  Mn.  El  wood  Crain 
Mn.  Grace  While  McKinney 
Mrs  Fannie  Peeples 
Mn.  Mildred  McKnigbt 
Mr.  A  Mn  Joseph  A  Rollins 
Mn.  Sasic  Me  Knight 
Mr.  A  Mn.  Joseph  A.  Rollins 
Curtis  McLourin 
Mn.  Anna  C.  Rots 
Marion  Rudolph  McRee  Jr. 

Mr.  A  Mrs  Billy  Dean 
Mr.  Vernon  Mixell 
Mr  A  Mn  Loo  Leake 
Mr.  Smith  Moffett 
Mr.  A  Mn  Eugene  Leftwich 
Mr.  Bock  Moore 
Sam  A  Marjorie  Carter 
Mn.  Earl  B.  Womack 
Mr  John  &  Flora 
Mr  A  Mn  J.  P.  Fulton  Jr 
Ms  Peggy  Williams 
Mr.  Enoch  Moore 
Buddy  A  Tbby  Mitchell 
Mn.  I  cots  Moore 
Ruth  Sunday  School  Class. 
PartdiHI  Baptist  Church, 
Jtekton 
Hilton  Morgan 
Mr  A  Mrs  Bobb  Maxwell. 
Cheryl  A  Bobbie  Gay 
Mr.  Charles  L.  Morrow 
Mr  Robert  Williams  Sr 
James  CHff  Mosley 
Buddy  A  Tbby  Mitchell 
Mr.  Henry  B  Moss 
Mn  Lottie  Mae  Shamblin 
Mr  Venable  Moore 


Mr.  A  Mn.  Harris  B.  Peyton 

Charles  C.  Stanford 

Rev.  A  Mn  Edward  C  Farr 
Eugene  I.  A  Arie  Karr 
Mn.  Helen  Steele 
Mn.  Marie  Cot! 


Carolyn  A  Jimmie  Scott 
Mn.  Nora  Woods 
Ms  Peggy  Williams 
Edward  S.  Wright 
William  E.  (Bill)  Wright 
Jeffrey  Wright 
Mr.  A  Mn.  Euree  Grantham 
A  Family 
Clifton  S.  Wynn 
Mr  A  Mn  Randy  Johnson 
Mr.  J.  M.  Young 
Rex  A  Leslie  Shannon 


Mn  Woodrow  W.  Fulton 
Mn.  Clara  J.  Stevenson 
Sadie  A  Waddell  Severance 
Bea  Sikes  A  Earl  Sikes 
Trejetta  Strange 
James  R.  Stewart 
Mr  Jimmie  L.  Blaylock 
Mn.  Mary  Hamrick  Stewart 
Mn  Osborn  Ishee 
Brigadier  General  Rea 
Stribllag 

Col.  A  Mrs  Ken  Combs 
Mr  A  Mn  Haskell  G.  Vance 
Schwartz  Electro-Optics,  lac 
Walter  A  Pat  Jordan 
Charles  A  Edna  Little 


Mr.  A  Mn.  T.  C.  Burnett  Jr. 
Mr.  A  Mn.  Harris  B  Peyton 
Mn  E  C.  Shackleford 
Mn.  David  Holland 
Ms.  Ann  Beck  Collier 
Mn.  Shelton  Holliday 
Mr  A  Mn.  W.  Price  Tblar 
Mn.  Violet  Holliday 
Louis  A  Lillian  Boteler 
J.  O.  Hollis 
Mn  Rachel  Chipiey 
Mr.  Leroy  Holloway 
Bro.  A  Mn.  James  C.  Carr 


Virginia  Wilson,  Harold  A 
Julia 


Mr  A  Mn.  Reuben 
Netherland 
Mr.  Robert  Holyflekl 
Mr.  A  Mn.  Noel  Lane 
Mr.  Huey  Honea 
Spring  Hill  Baptist  Church. 
Hazlehunt 
Stewart  Horn 
Mr  A  Mrs  R  L  Baker 
Stuart  Horae 
Mr.  A  Mrs  Floyd  Smith 
Mr.  Robert  E.  (Bud)  Huff 
Mr.  A  Mn.  Vincent  Mullins 


Mr  Charles  W  Holmes 


Mn.  J  E.  Bagby 
Iris  Myen 
BUI  A  Jan  Boteler 
Mn.  Mildred  NaU 
Hardy  Baptist  Church 
Doa  Nix 

Ellard  WMU,  Ellard  Baptist 
Church.  Bruce 


Luke  Saudi fer 
Mrs  Wallace  R  Jackson 
Mr.  George  Oliver  Sanford 
Mr  A  Mn.  O.  C.  Cockerham 
Mr  A  Mn  Donald  L. 
Robertson 

Mn  Lamar  Smith  Moffatt 
Grace  Mitchell  Saunders 
H  E  Mitchell 
Luctle  Mitchell 
Rubye  Mitchell 
Mr.  L.  A.  Savage 
Mn  Claire  B  Gibson 
Mn.  Irene  Saxon 


Mr.  A  Mrs  Randy  Johnson 
Mr.  H.  M.  Magen 
Mr  A  Mrs  G  T  Hancock 
Rev.  Woodrow  Lee  Manh.  Sr. 
Friendship  Sunday  School 
Class,  First  Baptist 
Church,  Clinton 
Mr  A  Mrs  Leo  Leake 
Dr  Howard  Spell  Sunday 
School  Class 

Bert  A  Mary  EUa  Thompson 

Mr.  Bird  Martin 
Mn  Clan  M  Martin 
Mn.  Mildred  Mason 

Katherine  Melton 


Jack  A  Lynn  Hardage 
Jimmy  Husbands 
Mn  Ibm  Frazier 
Mr.  Howard  L.  Hutcherson.  Sr. 
Mr  A  Mn.  Quincy  R  Hodges 
Judy  Dubard 
Ruth  Hutcherson 


Rev.  and  Mrs.  Frank  Bishop 
North  Winona  Baptist  Church  supports  The  Village 

The  North  Winona  Baptist  Church,  Montgomery  Association  is  one 
of  approximately  200  Southern  Baptist  churches  that  give  more  than 
$1 ,000.00  annually  to  Village  causes.  According  to  Rev.  Frank  Bishop, 
pastor,  the  church  has  $1 ,440.00  budgeted  and  during  the  month  of 
May  the  people  gave  an  additional  $1 ,230.00.  The  1988  aggregate  gifts 
total  $1,580.00. 


John  A  Linda  Mabry 
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Powerline 

for 

teens 


Seminary  presidents  multiply 
scope  of  McCarty’s  assignment 


How  can  I 
make  up  for 
wrong  Vve  done? 
Question 


I  fell  in  with  the  wrong  crowd  an<j  to  those  you  have  wronged 
and  got  involved  in  some  really  ^th  your  parents  about  your 
bad  things.  1  fought  with  my  regret  for  what  has  happened  and 
parents  and  broke  their  hearts  about  what  you  can  do  to  atone  for 
because  of  my  rebellion  and  wild  y0ur  mistakes.  Survey  your  situa- 
living.  Now  all  my  so-so^alled  tion  to  see  what  alternatives  are 
friends  are  g®n*  who-knows-  to  you.  Get  busy  doing 

where,  and  I  have  alienated  all  my  something  constructive  with  your 
family  and  church  friends.  Even  ]jfe>  instead  of  wasting  your 
God  seems  so  far  away.  Why  has  energies  in  punishing  yourself  for 
he  abandoned  me  like  this?  How  the  destructive  actions  of  the  past, 
can  I  ever  make  up  for  aU  the  ^  assured  that  God  has  not 
wrong  things  I've  done?  abandoned  you.  If  He  seems  far 

Amcwcd  away,  it  is  not  He  who  has  moved! 

A\  NoWtK  He  is  there  beside  you,  waiting  for 

You  have  come  face  to  face  with  you  to  stop  trying  to  manage  all 
the  hard  truth  that  actions  have  these  things  by  yourself  instead  of 
consequences.  That  is  one  trusting  Him  to  forgive  and 
characteristic  of  youth:  it  is  hard  redeem.  He  will  not  erase  the 
for  them  to  realize  that  their  daily  mistakes  of  the  past,  but  He  will 
choices  —  which  may  seem  very  help  you  deal  with  the 
unimportant  and  trivial  —  may  consequences. 

SOUTHERN  BAPTIST  RADIO-TV  COMMISSION/FORT  WORTH,  TX  78510 


Team  of  seven 
works  on  coast 


there  on  June  15,  Albert  Creel  and  his  wife,  Marilyn,  were  Irene  Rawls,  Nona  Walker,  Ruth 
along  with  his  wife,  have  moved  to  Clarke  County,  where  Hodges,  Vivian  Thylor  and  Mary 
Margaret,  and  he  is  the  new  pastor  of  East  Pleasant  Mayfield. 

their  two  sons,  Jim  _  Grove  Church.  The  group  under  supervision  of  the 

and  Timothy.  The  Gulf  Coast  Association,  led  a 

Blounts  are  going  Chester  Carlisle  is  the  new  pastor  Backyard  Bible  Club  each  morning  in 
from  First  Church,  of  Mount  Zion  Church,  Clarke  Coun-  Wiggins.  In  the  afternoons,  they  can- 
Arabi,  La.  James  ty.  He  and  his  wife,  Kathy,  have  a  son,  vassed  for  the  churches  in  the  Biloxi 
Spencer  is  pastor.  Wesley,  and  daughter,  Kelly.  area. 


attended  Mid- 
WM  flH  America  Semi- 

Reeves  nary,  Memphis, 
Tenn.  since  August,  1986  and  plans  to 
continue  until  he  graduates.  Reeves 


Pouns 


Senior  Adult  Corner 


First  Church.  Maben.  Randle  Poss, 
pastor,  observed  Senior  Adult  Sun¬ 
day,  June  12.  Forty-two  gathered  for 
a  breakfast  served  by  young  women 
in  the  church.  J.  Clark  Hensley, 
Jackson,  spoke  at  the  breakfast  and 
preached  at  the  morning  worship  ser¬ 
vice.  A  senior  adult  choir  directed  by 
Billy  Hester  accompanied  by  Martha 
Lou  Vaughn  brought  several  special 
numbers. 


“The  49+  Club”  senior  choir  of 
First  Church.  Waynesboro,  recently 
took  a  tour  to  Nashville.  They  attend¬ 
ed  church  services  at  Two  Rivers 
Church,  visited  Opryland,  Grand  Ole 
Opry,  Upper  Room,  The  Hermitage, 
and  the  General  Jackson  cruise. 
Wayne  Meeks,  minister  of  music,  and 
45  members  made  the  trip. 


Gore  Springs  Church  had  the 


Mrs.  Carlsna  Hardin,  left,  was  largest  group  present  from  any  one 
recognized  as  Senior  Adult  of  the  Year  by  church  at  the  Grandmother/Grand- 
David  Hulsey,  right,  minister  of  education  daughter  Retreat  at  Camp  Garaywa 
at  Kosciusko's  First  Church.  SAW  (Senior  June  24-25.  Those  attending  from  Gore 
Adult  Week)  Activities  included  “Back  to  Springs  were  Mrs.  Bobbie  James, 
Bible  School,"  special  emphasis  in  Sun-  Mrs.  Joy  Stroud,  and  Mrs.  Peggy 
day  School,  recognition  of  and  parlicipa-  Gillon  with  Leah  Blakely,  Karen  Har- 
tion  of  senior  adults  in  the  worship  ser-  din,  Carrie  Clark,  Susan  Thompson, 
vice,  Senior  Adult  Choir,  fellowship  meal  and  Ellen  Hutson, 
provided  by  younger  Sunday  School  “The  Golden  Clnb”  of  Oak  Grove 
departments,  and  election  of  Senior  Adult  Church,  Mt.  Olive,  recently  traveled 
of  the  Year.  The  theme  of  the  week  was  to  Jackson  to  attend  the  Ringling 
"Achieving  Wholeness  In  Later  Life  "  Bros,  and  Barnum  ft  Bailey  Circus. 


m'v-1  ^  1  '  '  :“1, -  \">m  i.itmn  .  ■: 

'•  ’ v+r  \  i  1  '  I  I  in*  11.  .It  f  irst 
Church.  Columbus,  with  90  people 
Kermit  Taylor,  right,  was  recently  from  eight  churches  represented, 
elected  as  Senior  Adult  of  the  Year,  on  __Mac  Pace.  Antioch  Church,  senior 
Senior  Adult  Day  at  Williamsvile  Church,  adult  associationa)  director  planned 
Kosciusko  Senior  Adults  filled  the  choir  the  program.  Participants  were 
and  took  special  part  in  the  worship  ser-  Slater  Murphy,  Fairview,  Billy 
vices  on  that  day.  They  were  honored  with  Folley,  Macedonia,  Union  County, 
a  luncheon  following  the  service.  Tom  Lindell  Davis,  Cherry  Creek,  Ecru, 
McCurtey,  left,  is  pastor  and  J.  Clark  Hensley,  Jackson. 
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